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TT  is  now  about  thirty-three  years  since  the  import- 
-^  ant  collection  of  essays  on  Christian  Gfiving, 
entitled  "Gold  and  the  Gospel,"  was  given  to  the 
world.  These  essays,  it  is  believed,  have  been  of 
great  service  in  awaking  the  Christian  conscience  to 
the  scriptural  obligation  of  systematic  and  propor- 
tionate giving.  It  has  been  deemed  that  the  time  has 
come  to  call  public  attention  to  the  increased  obliga- 
tion laid  upon  the  stewards  of  God's  bounty  by  the 
opening  of  new  doors  for  missionary  effort  every- 
where, the  increased  demands  for  the  exercise  of 
Christian  philanthropy,  and  the  increased  ability  of 
the  Church  of  Christ  to  respond  to  appeals  presented 
to  its  consideration.  Hence  the  recent  invitation,  by 
a  gentleman  who  takes  a  deep  interest  in  the  subject 
of  systematic  beneficence,  to  write  upon  this  import- 
ant subject  of  which  this  volume  is  the  outcome.  In 
response  to  that  invitation,  five-and-twenty  essays 
were  submitted — several  of  them  of  a  high  order  of 
merit.     The  committee  of  adjudication  found  itself 
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under  the  necessity  of  recommending  the  division  of 
the  prize  of  £50  stg.,  generously  offered,  between  the 
writers  of  the  essays  tearing  the  titles,  "  Occupy  till 
I  Come"  (in  Greek)  and  "Theophilus  Philander." 
These  essays  were  found  to  have  been  written  re- 
spectively by  the  Rev.  Charles  A.  Cook,  Pastor  of  the 
Parliament  Street  Baptist  Church,  Toronto,  and  the 
Rev.  James  Cooke  Seymour,  Methodist  Minister, 
Thomasburg,  Ont. 

These  essays  are  given  to  the  world  with  the  prayer 
that  they  may  largely  promote  the  grace  of  Christian 
Giving  and  thus  hasten  the  coming  of  the  kingdom  of 
our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ. 


(Signed), 


W.  H.  WITHROW,      I 

,-  Ailjndicatora 

ELMORE   HARRIS,    j 


Toronto,  Feb.  1888. 
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CHAPTER  I. 


BENEFICEN'^E  IS  DIVINE  IN  ITS  OIlIGIi;— IT  fS 
A  CHRISTIAN  GRACE. 

THERE  is  but  one  Absolute  Proprietor — God.  This 
is  true,  because  absolute  proprietorship  implies 
the  power  to  create  without  restraint,  and  to  possess 
without  dependence.  Of  no  being  or  thing  but  God, 
can  this  be  said. 

"  By  Him,"  the  Scripture  sublimely  .says,  "  were  all 
things  created  that  are  in  heaven,  and  that  are  in 
earth,  visible  and  invisible,  whether  they  be  thrones 
or  dominions  or  principalities  or  powers;  all  things 
were  created  by  Him  and  for  Him  ;  and  He  is  before 
all  things,  and  by  Him  all  things  consist." 

Ownership  then,  in  the  highest  sense,  belongs  to  no 
creature — it  is  an  attribute  of  God. 

Have  we  existence  ?  It  was  His  pleasure  chat  we 
were  created.     Have  we  vigorous  bodily  members  ? 
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They  are  the  workmanship  of  His  hands.  Have  wo 
the  faculties  of  an  immortal  nature  ?  It  is  the  Eternal 
that  has  breathed  into  us  a  living  soul. 

Have  we,  energies  and  skill  to  compass  great  under- 
takings ?  The  power  to  do  and  accomplish,  are  all 
from  His  endowment,  and  by  His  blessing.  Can  we 
turn  matter  into  new  forms  of  beauty,  utility,  and 
value  ?  •  Every  ounce  of  matter,  with  the  wondrous 
hand  that  fashions,  and  the  more  wondrous  brain  that 
guides,  are  His  gift.  Our  herds  may  multiply  apace, 
but  'the  cattle  on  a  thousand  hills  are  His."  Our  gran- 
aries may  be  filled  with  the  ripe  products  of  the  field, 
but  it  is  God  who  "  clothes  the  smiling  fields  with  corn." 
We  may  pile  up  our  millions  of  money,  but  it  is  God 
that  gives  us  power  to  get  wealth — and  all  the  gold  and 
silver  are  His.  We  may  proudly  tread  the  soil  and 
boast  our  title-deeds  that  call  it  ours,  but  a  hundred 
generations  of  such  owners  as  we,  have  called  it  theirs 
before  we  were  born,  and  a  hundred  more  may  do  the 
same  after  we  are  dead. 

What  are  we  then  ?  In  what  sense  do  we  possess 
anything  ?  We  are  stewards^  only.  We  occupy  till 
He  comes.  All  we  have,  are  delegated  possessions  for 
which  we  must  render  account  to  God. 

This  great  truth — one  of  the  basal  truths  of  reli- 
gion— has,  as  a  rule,  been  but  faintly  apprehended  by 
mankind  all  along  the  ages.  The  history  of  mankind 
is  largely  the  history  of  the  usurped  prerogatives  of 
the  Almighty,  and  of  this  one  in  particular.  Even 
now,  the  world,  and  the  Christian  world,  needs  a  fresh 
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flood  of  light  on  this  subject.  The  "yours"  and  "mine" 
of  our  common  parlance  too  often  betray  a  notion  of 
ownership  little  short  of  the  absolute.  Men  talk  of 
their  money,  their  houses,  their  lands,  as  their  own,  in  a 
sense  that  leaves  but  scant  room  for  any  claims  of 
God.  Antecedent  to  all  just  notions  of  Ciiristian 
beneficence,  is  a  proper  appreciation  of  the  axiomatic 
truths — God's  ownership,  man's  stewardship. 

True  beneficence  has  its  birth  in  the  bosom  of  God 
Himself.  His  noblest  attribute  is  Love.  And  Love's 
noblest  expression  is  work.  Hence  God  is  the  great 
Giver.  Creation  is  His  gift.  He  did  not  rest  in  soli- 
tary majesty,  satisfied  in  His  own  self-sufficiency  and 
independence  ;  but  "  in  the  beginning  God  created  the 
heavens  and  the  earth."  His  generous  thoughts  took 
form  in  those  countless  worlds  that  fill  the  skies. 

We  may  guess  how  He  has  furnished,  ordered,  c  m- 
ditioned  those  distant  spheres,  by  what  He  has  done 
for  our  own.  We  only  begin  to  know  the  good  things 
He  has  given  us  here,  and  it  may  take  ages  yet  to  dis- 
cover them  all.  His  loving  oversight  is  given  to  all 
things;  equally  to  the  ponderous  star  and  the  floating 
atom ;  the  loftiest  archangel  and  the  lowliest  insect ; 
the  affairs  of  the  greatest  empire  and  the  least  con- 
cerns of  the  humblest  child.  Much  more  than  this, 
"God  so  loved  the  world  that  He  gave  His  Son." 
Redemption  opens  wide  His  heart  to  view.  Jesus  \a 
God's  triumphant  Love  enshrined  in  flesh  and  blood. 
In  Him,  that  Love  cuts  its  way  through  every  obstacle 
to  reach  a  guilty  race ;  stoops  to  the  last  depths  of 
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suffering  to  lift  us  up  ;  pours  upon  us  an  ocean  of 
sympathy,  and  fixes  on  us  still  from  heaven's  height, 
an  eye  radiant  with  infinite  solicitude. 

The  Bible ;  what  is  it  but  the  great  and  glorious 
thoughts  of  God,  shining  forth  into  the  human  soul, 
for  more  than  1500  years  ?  The  later  ages  of  time  ; 
what  are  they  but  one  long  dispensation  of  grace, 
wherein  every  soul  of  man  may  share  the  most  royal 
blessings  of  salvation  ;  free  as  the  winds,  full  as  the 
ocean  depths,  and  as  accessible  as  the  light  of  heaven  ? 

And  when  time  shall  cease,  that  current  of  Divine 
beneficence  will  but  break  forth  in  grander  volumes 
on  the  eternal  shores,  and  roll  on  in  ceaseless  develop- 
ment for  evermore. 

It  was  in  the  very  image  of  such  a  generous  God 
man  was  made.  As  far  as  finite  nature  could,  he  was 
designed  to  share  and  exercise  these  noble  qualities. 
Sin  smote  from  him  this  Divine  magnanimity ;  but 
the  lofty  aim  of  Redemption  is  to  restore  the  lost 
image,  and  in  far  greater  degree.  The  godliness  of 
the  Bible  hence  is  the  most  emphatic  Godlikeness. 
The  ideal  Christian  of  the  New  Testament  is  a  char- 
acter of  the  very  noblest  sort,  closely  patterned  after 
his  glorious  Lord;  and  as  Christ's  most  conspicuous 
attribute  was  self-sacrificing  and  generous  beneficence, 
it  is  so — it  must  he  so — with  all  His  true  disciples. 
This  is  the  very  bent  and  disposition  of  the  regener- 
ated soul ;  the  spiritual  heart-beat  of  the  Royal  sons 
and  daughters  of  God  ;  the  very  genius  of  that  spirit- 
ual life,  begotten  in  us  by  the  Holy  Ghost. 
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The  true  classification  of  Beneficence  is,  therefore, 
as  a  Christian  Grace  ;  because,  like  all  other  graces  it 
is  the  outcome  of  a  rlivinely  regenerated  nature. 

It  is  a  Christian  grace  ;  but  one  so  often  distorted 
in  human  hands  as  to  be  scarcely  recognizable — so 
often  misunderstood  as  to  be  almost  forgotten  as  one 
at  all.  Polemic  disputants  have  fought  for  ages  about 
how  many  sacraments  there  were.  The  Christian 
philanthropist  of  our  day  might  well  study  the  equally 
important  question,  "How  many  Christian  graces  there 
are."  Much  effort  has  been  spent  in  trying  to  recover 
some  of  the  ''lost  arts"  of  antiquity.  Might  there  not 
be  some  lost  graces  of  primitive  Christianity  well 
worth  recovering?  and,  with  many,  is  not  this  Christian 
beneficence  one  of  them  ? 

St.  Paul,  in  addressing  the  Corinthian  Christians 
who,  notwithstanding  their  other  good  (qualities,  were 
deficient  in  liberality,  told  them  of  "  the  grace  of  God 
bestowed  on  the  churches  of  Macedonia,  how  that 
in  a  great  trial  of  affliction,  the  abundance  of  their  joy 
and  deep  poverty  abounded  unto  the  riches  of  their 
liberality."  "  Therefore,"  he  adds,  "  as  ye  abound  in 
every  grace,  in  faith  and  utterance  and  knowledge 
and  in  all  diligence,  and  in  your  love  to  us,  see  that  ye 
abound  in  this  grace  also" 

The  exercise  of  this  grace  is  an  act  of  worship.  All 
true  worship  manifests  itself  in  offerings  to  God.  We 
sing,  that  is,  we  offer  Him  our  joyful  praise.  We  pray, 
that  is,  we  offer  the  expression  of  our  dependence  on 
Him,  and  our  faith   in   His   all-sufficiency.     In   the 
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reading  and  hearing  of  His  Word,  we  offer  reverence, 
submission,  obedience.  In  the  silent  worship  of  the 
soul,  we  offer  the  admiration  of  the  mind,  the  loyal 
love  of  the  heart,  and  the  decided  obedience  of  the 
will.  And  in  our  gifts  of  time,  labor,  influence,  money, 
we  offer  a  fjrateful  acknowledgment  of  our  indebted- 
ness  to  Him  for  every  blessing  we  have,  and  our  obli- 
gation to  spend  and  be  spent  in  His  service.  This  was 
the  teaching  of  the  Jew,  who  ever  regarded  his  offer- 
ing of  a  bullock,  a  sheep,  some  fine  flour,  his  silver 
shekel,  or  even  a  young  pigeon,  as  an  essential  part  of 
his  worship.  It  equally  accords  with  the  spirit  of  the 
New  Testament,  since  "To  do  good  and  communicate" 
of  our  substance,  we  are  not  to  forget,  "for  with  such 
sacrifices  God  is  well  pleised  ! " 

It  may  be  doubted  whether  our  acts  of  worship 
from  time  to  time  are  complete,  unless  they  embrace 
offerings  that  represent  all  our  faculties  and  powers, 
and  all  our  worldly  possessions  as  well ! 

Here  is  a  privilege  indeed !  It  is  something  that 
we  have  anything  to  give.  The  endowment  of  man  is 
lavish — lavish  bordering  on  the  infinite.  The  human 
body,  for  beauty,  complex  mechanism,  and  varied 
powers  is  without  a  peer  among  all  the  organisms  of 
matter.  The  human  mind,  for  deep  penetration,  bold- 
ness of  sweep,  fertility  of  resource,  and  capacity  of 
growth  is,  next  to  God  Himself,  the  most  wonderful 
thing  we  know  of.  The  moral  capabilities  of  man  are 
as  vast  as  his  existence  is  enduring — simply  endless. 
This  world  is  his  kingdom,  over  which  he  is  fitted  to 
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reign  with  a  sovereignty  most  majestic,  powerful,  and 
undisputed  ;  while  the  possibilities  of  his  being  in 
the  boundless  future,  surpass  all  the  calculations  of 
his  most  exuberant  fancy.  Out  of  such  riches  as 
these,  the  poorest  man  on  earth  may  make  offerings  to 
God,  worth  more  than  many  stars  of  heaven. 

That  we  are  permitted  to  give,  is  a  most  benevolent 
arrangement  of  God.  Of  all  the  qualities  of  our  re- 
newed spiritual  nature,  gratitude  is  one  of  the  most 
prominent.  To  feel  the  mighty  throbbings  of  that 
Divine  instinct,  and  have  no  chance  for  their  adequate 
expression,  were  hard  indeed.  But,  full  as  the  heart 
may  be,  its  deep  gush  of  love  can  always  find  sweet 
relief  in  acts  of  beneficence  towards  God  and  man. 

That  God  will  accept  our  offerings,  and  make  them 
contributory  to  His  great  designs,  is  certainly  supreme 
condescension.  Had  He  endowed  us  a  thousandfold 
more  richly  than  He  has,  His  need  of  our  aid,  were 
then,  as  now,  absolutely  none.  He  receives  our  gifts 
that  we  may  be  elevated  into  co-partnership  with 
Himself  in  His  labors  of  love,  and  share  in  the  dignity, 
and  joy,  and  glory  of  doing  good. 


CHAPTER   II. 


CHRISTIAN  (HVING  IS  UNSELFISH— A  WILLING 

OFFERING. 

SELF  is  the  genius  of  sin.     It  is  antipodal  to  the 
spirit  of  Christianity.     What  we  do,  in  order  to 
be  Christian  at  all,  must  be  done  to  glorify  God. 

Judged  by  this  rule,  many  a  splendid  benefaction 
would  lose  all  its  value.  Much  of  the  giving  that  is 
done  is  mere  barter  for  some  equivalent  worldly  or 
selfish  advantage.  The  ancient  Pharisee  blew  his 
trumpet  in  the  market-place,  and  scattered  his  osten- 
tatious charities.  He  got  his  reward — the  passing 
plaudits  of  the  crowd— but  that  was  all.  Hosts  of 
modern  Pharisees  do  the  same.  They  give  to  gain 
the  reputation  of  being  generous.  Even  on  their 
death-bed  men  will  give  with  a  keen  eye  to  posthu- 
mous reputation.  A  rich  man  left  by  w^ill  $20,000  for  a 
bell  to  be  hung  in  the  city  hall,  his  name  to  be  inscribed 
on  it,  and  that  it  should  be  tolled  for  an  hour  on  each 
anniversary  of  his  death.  Others  will  not  begrudge  a 
million  to  found  some  institution  that  will  sound  out 
their  name  and  fame  in  still  louder  tones,  and  to  a  far 
wider  circle  of  listeners.  But  such  is  not  Christian 
giving.  It  is  only  paying  the  price  vanity  demands  for 
its  gratification. 
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Many  a  business  man  gives  because  it  conciliates  bis 
Christian  customers,  and  he  sells  more  goods.  But 
that  is  not  giving — it  is  only  a  part  of  his  stock-in- 
trade. 

Some  give  with  a  strong  latent  impression  that  they 
are  doing  a  very  i-ieritorious  act  indeed.  They  are 
like  the  little  boy  whose  mother,  after  hearing  him  say 
his  prayer  one  evening,  added :  "  That's  a  very  good 
boy."  On  after  evenings  similar  praise  was  not  forth- 
coming, and  the  little  fellow  added  on  his  own  ac- 
count :  "  Amen,  that's  a  good  boy — a  very  good  boy." 
Many  a  contributor,  we  fear,  makes  in  his  heart  the 
same  addition  to  his  gifts :  "  That's  a  good  boy — a  very 
good  boy."  But  he  does  not  give — he  but  burns  in- 
cense to  his  idol  of  self-righteousness. 

Men  give  to  build  a  church  or  promote  some  Chris- 
tian institution  in  their  locality,  because  it  will  en- 
hance the  value  of  their  property;  but  that  is  not 
Christian  beneficence,  it  is  only  a  little  sharp  specula- 
tion. 

Covetous,  tight-fisted,  hard-hearted  men  sometimes 
give.  They  have  spent  their  lives  in  accumulating, 
often  by  rascally  swindling  and  cruel  wrongs ;  they 
finish  their  mean,  selfish  career  by  a  big  donation  to 
some  charity.  But  they  do  not  give  ;  it  is  only  a 
bribe  to  ease  the  bitter  reproaches  of  a  guilty  con- 
science, or  soften  the  tierce  hatred  of  their  fellow-men. 

Many  give  simply  because  they  must.  Death  is 
relaxing  their  terrible  grip  of  wealth.  They  must  let 
it  go  to  somebody  or  something,  much  against  their 
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will.  So  some  Christian  object  gets  a  windfall  of 
bequests.  If  thanks  are  due,  the  dread  King  of 
Terrors  might  claim  the  largest  share. 

Some  give  to  buy  the  favor  of  Heaven,  With  an 
air  of  wonderful  condescension,  they  cast  some  of  their 
superfluities  to  the  poor,  and  imagine  that  God  is 
greatly  obliged  to  them ;  or  they  donate  a  round  sum 
to  the  Church,  as  a  sure  talisman  to  make  the  gates  of 
Paradise  fly  open  at  their  approach.  They  can  buy 
their  way  into  heaven  as  successfully  as  Simon  the 
sorcerer  bought  the  Holy  Ghost.  Christ,  whose  meri- 
torious blood  their  gifts  insult,  will  tell  them  as  Peter 
told  Simon,  "  Thy  money  perish  with  thee,  because 
thou  has  thought  that  the  gift  of  God  may  be  pur- 
chased with  money." 

The  touch  of  self  turns  the  gold  of  our  beneficence 
into  dross;  but  it  is  in  the  fires  of  self-denial  that 
this  grace  puts  on  its  purest  and  brightest  lustre. 

The  box  of  ointment  which  the  loving  woman  of 
Bethany  pouied  upon  the  Saviour,  was  exceeded  in 
value  hundreds  of  times  by  many  a  rich  Pharisee,  for 
whom  Christ  had  no  word  of  commendation.  Yet 
Christ  ordained  that  "  wheresoever  this  Gospel  shall  be 
preached  throughout  the  world,  this  also  that  she  had 
done  shall  be  spoken  of  for  a  memorial  of  her,"  be- 
cause "  she  had  done  what  she  could." 

The  widow's  two  mites — but  a  Roman  farthing — was 
an  offering,  whose  true  beneficence  shines  as  illustri- 
ously and  imperishably  on  the  sacred  page,  as  the 
building  of  Solomon's  Temple,  because   it   was  the 
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richest  gift  that  self-denial  could  make;  'She  of  her 
want  did  cast  in  all  that  she  had,  even  all  her  living." 

On  this  principle,  the  gifts  of  multitudes  are  not 
worth  much,  for  they  cost  them  not  the  shadow  of  a 
sacrifice.  And  even  the  liberality  of  whole  nations 
may  be  of  small  value.  It  is  said  that  "  the  whole 
missionary  revenue  of  the  Protestant  world  is  not  as 
much  as  is  expended  on  kid  gloves ;  that  the  contribu- 
tions of  the  United  States  churches,  for  home  and 
foreign  missions  to  the  heathen,  is  not  much  over  the 
amount  expended  on  ostrich  feathers."  How  much 
self-sacrifice  can  be  involved  in  such  gifts  ? 

Christian  Giving  works  in  a  willing,  joyous  spirit, 
"  Not  grudgingly  or  of  necessity,"  for  "  God  loveth  a 
cheerful  giver." 

There  is  nothing  slavish  in  religion.  Its  ret^uire- 
ments  are  all  in  agreement  with  the  instincts  of  an 
intelligent,  free,  and  noble  nature. 

It  ought  to  be  no  hardship  for  a  candid  man  to 
speak  the  truth,  for  an  honest  man  to  pay  his  debts, 
for  a  good  man  to  do  right.  True  goodness  takes  its 
exercise  with  delight. 

The  grace  of  Christian  beneficence,  when  it  is  a 
grace,  issues  forth  with  the  spontaneity  and  gush  of 
the  living  spring,  as  it  bursts  from  the  clefts  of  the 
rock.  It  is  the  degenerate  sort  of  beneficence  that 
needs  such  vigorous  pumping  to  bring  it  up  from  the 
depths  of  selfishness. 

There  is  nothing  we  should  more  gladly  do  than  give 
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to  God.     No  act  of  worship  should  bring  with  it  more 
hallowed  joy. 

How  is  it,  then,  that  many  professors  of  religion 
can  apparently  sing  with  unction,  pray  with  fervor, 
listen  with  enraptured  ears  to  the  Word ;  but  when  it 
comes  to  giving,  they  are  strangely  dumb,  unresponsive, 
uninterested  ?  Why  should  not  their  faces  beam  with 
as  much  holy  joy  ut  sight  of  the  collection-plate  as  at 
the  sound  of  the  «weet  melodies  of  Zion  or  the  living 
words  of  truth  that  burn  from  the  preacher's  lips  ? 
Is  it  that  the  Lord  can  have  plenty  of  their  breath  of 
praise  and  prayer ;  but  they  prefer  keeping  that 
sordid  thing,  their  money,  pretty  much  to  themselves  ? 
Or  is  it  that  they  have  yet  great  need  to  learn  that  to 
"honor  the  Lord  with  our  substance  and  the  first- 
fruits  of  all  our  increase,"  is  as  pleasing  an  offering  to 
God,  and  as  delightful  a  spiritual  exercise  for  ourselves, 
as  anything  else  we  can  do  ? 


CHAPTER  III. 


IT  IS  SYSTEMATIC.  - 

ORDER  is  Heaven's  first  law."  It  perriieates  the 
Divine  nature.  It  is  supreme  in  all  the  vjrorks 
and  ways  of  God.  Sin  is  confusion.  Religion  restores 
moral  order  in  the  nature,  character  and  life  of  man, 
and  throughout  the  universe  as  well. 

"  Let  everything  be  done  decently  and  in  order." 
Beneficence,  as  one  of  the  highest  expressions  of  reli- 
gion, is  systematic.  It  works  by  intelligent  and  ade- 
quate rules,  not  by  hap-hazard  and  chance. 

The  idea  of  proportionate  giving  was  of  very  early 
introduction,  and  runs  distinctly  throughout  the  Word 
of  God.  Abraham,  returning  with  the  spoils  of  the 
Canaanitish  kings,  allotted  a  tenth  as  a  religious  offer- 
ing to  the  typical  Melchisedek.  Jacob,  journeying  to 
Padan-Aram,  vowed  he  would  devote  to  the  Lord  the 
tenth  of  all  he  should  ever  possess.  This  principle  of 
tithing  was  afterwards  incorporated  into  the  Mosaic 
Code,  and  is  a  prominent  regulation  in  all  the  succeed- 
ing ecclesiastical  history  of  the  Jews.  It  was  a  Divine 
arrangement  for  God's  ancient  people,  and  nothing 
could  have  been  more  reasonable,  wise  and  beneiiciai. 

From  a  solitary  pair,  chosen  from  among  the  idola- 
ters of  Chaldea,  God  had  prospered  them  into  a  great 
10 
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nation.  He  had  set  aside  the  warlike  tribes  of  Canaan, 
and  bestowed  on  them  that  goodly  land.  He  had  put 
them  apart  from  all  nations  as  the  depositaries  of  His 
truth,  the  vehicles  of  His  messages  to  the  world,  and 
as  the  race  from  whom  the  world's  Messiah  should 
spring.  To  keep  alive  true  spiritual  worship,  amidst 
the  abounding  idolatries  of  the  earth.  He  appointed 
them  the  splendid  ritual,  pure  moral  code,  instructive 
symbolism  and  generous  precepts  of  the  Mosaic  econ- 
omy. To  carry  out  this  noble  system  of  religion  in- 
volved large,  continual  and  varied  cost.  The  tithe- 
plan  was  exactly  what  was  required.  It  was  a  definite 
proportion  of  every  man's  means.  It  could  be  regu- 
larly, and  without  difficulty,  set  aside  as  the  Lord's 
portion.  It  was  a  share  of  every  species  of  property 
the  Jew  had.  It  was  a  periodical  contribution.  It 
was  reasonable  in  amount,  and  it  was  at  the  same  time 
sufficient  for  the  abundant  needs  of  even  that  expen- 
sive religion.  Besides  this,  it  was  a  most  beneficial 
self-education  for  each  individual  Israelite,  and  a  most 
powerful  bond  to  unite  the  nation  in  brotherly  amity, 
and  in  loyal  love  to  their  sublime  faith,  and  to  their 
God.  Few  things  in  all  the  Jewish  system  exercised 
a  more  powerful  and  salutary  influence  than  this.  Its 
faithful  exercise  marked  their  most  prosperous  eras  of 
wealth  and  piety,  its  disuse,  through  selfish  disobedi- 
ence, marked  their  most  disastrous  lapses?  into  poverty, 
anarchy  and  wickedness. 

This  principle  has  been  carried  into  the  Christian 
system   only   to   be  sublimed,  spiritualized   and  per- 
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fected — as  all  the  rest  of  Judaism  had  been — by  our 
Lord  and  His  apostles.  The  letter  of  the  Jewish  law, 
prescribing  a  tenth,  it  is  true,  is  not  in  the  New  Testa- 
ment ;  but  the  spirit  of  that  law,  generous,  .systema- 
tic, pure-minded  giving,  is  there,  only  on  an  ampler 
scale,  and  enforced  by  far  loftier  motives  than  the 
Jew  ever  knew. 

The  freedom  of  the  royal  family  of  Christ  is  not  re- 
stricted V)y  a  regulation  like  the  Jewish  tenth,  because 
the  true  Christian  spirit  is  so  sublimely  generous  and 
self-sacriticing  as  not  to  need  such  a  rule.  The  Chris- 
tian standard  of  liberality  '  not  a  mere  tenth,  but  the 
example  of  Him  "  who  was  rich,  yet  for  our  sakes  be- 
came poor,  that  we  through  His  poverty  might  be 
rich." 

It  would  be  the  climax  of  meanness  and  perversity 
to  claim  that  in  the  absence  of  a  specific  Christian  pre- 
cept requiring  us  to  give  a  tenth,  that  therefore  we 
are  under  no  obligation  tc  give  that  much.  On  what 
ground  could  a  Christian  plead  for  a  less  generous 
liberality  than  the  ancient  Jew  ?  Are  we  not  as 
highly  favored  as  they  ?  Israel  had  the  grandest 
revelation  God  made  to  any  nation  of  antiquity ;  but 
to  us  God  has  revealed  Himself,  even  in  His  Son. 

The  Hebrew  Code  of  Ethics  was  high  and  holy  ; 
but  the  Christian  Code  is  certainly  higher  and  holier 
still.  The  Jew  found  access  to  God  through  the  bleed- 
ing sacrifice  and  the  priestly  mediation ;  we  may 
approach  even  the  holiest  of  all,  through  the  precious 
blood  of  Jesus.    .     , 
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Did  the  Jew  look  forward  throuf^h  the  misty  haze 
of  symbol,  type  and  shadow,  to  the  bright  Messianic 
time  ?  We  walk  to-day  in  the  glorious  light  of  that 
Saviour  come.  Did  the  grace  of  salvation  descend  on 
the  Israelite  ?  Ours  is  the  very  dispensation  of  the 
Holy  Ghost.  Did  the  Jewi.sh  religion  produce  a  type 
of  civilization,  the  richest  in  ail  antiquity  in  intelli- 
gence, humanity  and  social  comfort  ?  It  v.  ce  little 
compared  with  the  unspeakable  blessings  of  our  Chris- 
tian civilization. 

"  Blessed  indeed  are  our  eyes,  for  they  see,  and  our 
ears,  for  they  hear ;  for  many  prophets  and  righteous 
men  desired  to  see  the  things  that  we  see,  and  did  not 
see  them,  and  to  hear  the  things  that  we  hear,  and  did 
not  hear  them." 

Neither  was  the  Jews'  religion  more  costly  than  ours 
is,  and  ouixht  to  be. 

The  Jew  maintained  the  Priesthood ;  even  so  it  is 
the  Christian  law  that  "  they  that  preach  the  Gospel 
should  live  of  the  Gospel."  ; 

The  Jew  had  his  magnificent  and  expensive  temple  ; 
Christianity  requires  its  tens  of  thousands  of  churches. 

Israel  had  their  benevolent  and  costly  feasts ;  we 
have  our  national  charities,  and  ought  to  have  ten 
times  more  than  we  have. 

It  cost  the  Jew  a  good  deal  to  maintain  the  national 
character  of  his  religion  ;  it  costs  the  Christian  a  good 
deal  too,  to  make  his  country  thoroughly  Christian, 
and  ought,  as  a  rule,  to  cost  him  vastly  more  than  it 
does. 


^ 


IT   IS   SYSTEMATIC. 


21 


It  cost  the  Jew  very  little  to  propagate  Judaism 
amoiij'  the  heathen  nations  of  the  world  ;  it  ousrht  to 
cost  US  millions  on  millions  to  send  tlie  glorious  Gospel 
of  Jesus  to  the  ends  of  the  earth. 

Neither  had  the  Jew  a  right  to  be  more  orderly  and 
hit>iinesH-like  in  his  contributions  to  reliorion  than  we. 
Judaism  was  certainly  replete  with  splendid  rules  of 
living  ;  but  Christianity  shows  us  the  Divine  philoso- 
phy of  every  wise  and  orderly  and  right  rule  of  life, 
and  commits  us  to  its  use,  as  no  other  religion  ever 
did. 

The  Christian  has  a  right  to  be  the  highest  style  of 
man — even  of  a  business  man.  And  if  the  Jew  found 
precision,  accuracy,  business  adaptation,  and  business 
satisfaction  in  the  practice  of  tithing,  why  should  the 
more  enlightened  Christian  content  himself  with  the 
slovenly,  uncertain,  inadequate  and  thoroughly  unsatis- 
factory way  of  giving  by  hap-hazard  and  mere  im- 
pulse ? 

There  is  not  a  single  reason  why  it  was  right  for 
the  Jew  to  give  his  tentn,  but  stands  equally  good  for 
the  Christian  to  give  his,  likewise.  The  only  differ- 
ence is  that  the  Christian  obligation  is  as  much  greater 
as  his  religion  is  a  more  advanced  and  highly  privi- 
leged one,  than  that  of  his  Israelite  brother. 

And  yet  how  few  Christians  equal  the  Jew  in  this 
measure  of  liberality  ? 

How  many  professing  Christians  have  squeezed 
their  notions  of  Christian  liberality  into  a  far  nar- 
rower channel  than  the  giving  of  a  tenth  ?  Are  there 
not  church  members  by  the  ten  thousand  to-day  who 
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simply  <io  nothinf^  of  the  kind  ?  All  their  yearly 
givings  put  together  do  not  amount  to  a  tenth  of  their 
income  ;  nor  to  a  twentieth  of  it ;  nor  to  a  fortieth  of 
it;  nor  with  some  of  them  even  to  the  tenth  of  a  tenth  ! 
Multitudes  do  not  know  themselves  lohat  proportion  of 
their  yearly  means  tliey  do  give.  They  never  take 
the  trouble  to  enquire.  Many  a  Christian  man,  who 
probably  thinks  himself  quite  liberal,  would  be  amazed 
at  th'if  proportion  if  he  would  take  the  pains  to 
figure  it  out,  His  donations  each  year  foot  up  to  what 
appears  to  himself  and  others, as  a  very  generous  sum; 
but  if  he  knew  that,  after  all,  he  had  only  given  to 
God's  cause  the  twentieth,  the  fiftieth  or  the  hundredth 
part  of  the  income  God  had  blessed  him  with,  his  com- 
placent face  might  quickly  redden  with  honest  shame 
at  his  unutterable  meanness  and  stinijiness. 

To  tlie  great  mass  of  Christians  the  giving  of  a  tenth 
would  involve  no  special  hardship  or  difficulty.  Many 
who  would  loudly  protest  their  inability  to  give  so 
much,  sufficiently  refute  what  they  say,  by  easily 
spending  as  much  or  more  every  year  on  tobacco  or 
some  other  foolish  indiilijence.  Even  if  Gfivinn;  so 
much  did  require  some  sacrifice  to  be  made — what 
of  it  ?  Men  make  plenty  of  sacrifices  to  compass 
worldly  schemes.  Scarce  any  important  undertaking^ 
but  demands  sacrifice.  "A  corpse  was  buried  for 
every  tie  laid  in  putting  a  railway  across  the  Isthmus 
of  Panama — one  hundred  thousand  men  perished  in 
the  work."  Millions  are  sunk  in  great  undertakings 
— but  cost  what  it  will,  in  human  life  or  in  money, 
they  must  go  on,  and  but  little  account  be  taken  of 
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sacrifices  either,  because  men  have  so  resolved.     God's 
cause  deserves  equally  good  treatment  at  our  hands. 

Some  of  God's  children  might  be  so  poor  that  a 
tenth  would  be  too  large  a  proportion  for  them — (how 
few  tenth-givers  ever  get  so  poor  as  that !) — still  they 
have  the  royal  freedom  to  give  less,  just  as  the  rich 
Christian  is  free  to  give  four-fifths  or  even  nine-tenths 
of  his,  if  he  choose. 

The  proportion  of  this  systematic  beneficence  like- 
wise runs  parallel,  with  growth  in  means.  "As  the 
Lord  hath  prospered  us,"  are  we  "  to  abound  in  this 
grace."  What  may  be  princely  liberality  in  one  period 
of  a  man's  life,  may  be  but  a  beggarly  stinginess  in 
another.  A  few  dollars  when  a  man  is  poor  and 
struggling,  may  be  very  nmch  more  than  ac  many 
hundreds  after  he  has  conquered  independence  or 
wealth.  The  giving  of  multitudes  utterly  fails  to  keep 
pace  with  their  increase  in  ability.  Many  a  man  from 
a  warm  and  truly  generous  heart  gives  S5.00  to  the 
mission  cause,  or  $10.00  to  the  church,  when  his 
house  is  a  log-hut  and  his  farm  has  yet  to  be  carved 
out  of  the  wilderness,  or  he  is  in  his  first  little  store,  or 
in  his  first  little  shop  or  manufactory.  Twenty  years 
roll  by,  and  that  man's  name  appears  still  in  the 
Missionary  Report  for  $5.00  and  the  church  gets  his 
steady  $10.00.  His  givings  to  God  have  stood  still, 
but  not  his  gains  in  earthly  possesions. 

His  log-cabin  is  now  replaced  by  a  stately  brick 
mansion.  The  bush  lot  has  been  transformed  into  the 
smooth  farm,  where  sleek  cattle  feed  and  rich  harvests 
wave.     The  little  store  has  long  since  given  place  to 
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the  spacious  and  well-filled  brick  building,  and  the 
amateur  beginner  in  trade  has  developed  into  the 
thriving  town-merchant.  The  small  shop  has  swollen 
into  the  big  manufactory  with  its  costly  machinery, 
and  its  skilled  products  that  go  out  all  over  the  land. 
Progress,  prosperity  are  inscribed  everywhere  except 
in  his  ideas  and  practices  of  Christian  beneficence — 
that  noblest  element  of  Christian  character. 

This  systematic  giving  includes  also  the  right  time 
to  do  it.  Weekly  giving  is  the  plan  recommended  by 
St.  Paul  to  the  Corinthian  Church,  and  no  better  has 
ever  yet  been  devised.  "  On  the  first  day  of  the  week, 
let  every  one  of  you  lay  by  him  in  store  as  God  hath 
prospered  him."  Here  is  the  Christian  Sabbath  as 
the  day  for  making  the  oft'ering,  and  nothing  can  be 
more  appropriate  to  the  sacredness  of  that  day — the 
voluntary  consecration  to  God  of  a  proportionate  share 
of  the  week's  earnings,  for  who  knows  that  he  will  have 
another  week  to  earn  any  more  in ;  the  instant  forma- 
tion of  a  fund  ready  for  the  wants  of  God's  cause  as 
they  occur,  for  with  many  of  those  wants  the  relief 
must  be  now,  or  perhaps  never ;  and  the  weekly  ex- 
perience so  proiitable  to  the  soul  that  "  it  is  more 
blessed  to  give  than  to  receive."  Those  who  postpone 
their  oflferings  until  a  big  lump  sum  can  be  donated, 
deprive  themselves  of  this  grand  weekly  education,  are 
apt  to  let  the  grace  of  liberality  die  for  want  of  exer- 
cise, lose  many  a  bright  opportunity  of  doing  good, 
and  are  running  up  an  account  with  the  Lord  that  they 
are  afterward  unwilling  or  unable  to  pay.  Many  a 
man  who  puts  otf"  his  liberality  until  the  close  of  life 
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is  totally  unable  to  pay  the  Lord's  tithe  with  interest. 
A  Christian  man  once  said :  "  I  sat  down  a  night  or 
two  SLCfo  and  calculated  the  increase  of  a  dollar  at  com- 
pound interest,  and  found  that  in  less  than  two  hundred 
and  forty  years  it  amounted  to  more  than  two  millions 
and  (t  half  of  dollars  !  And  I  asked  myself  whether 
God  would  not  make  a  dollar  laid  up  for  Him  grow  as 
rapidly  as  it  does  by  the  laws  of  trade." 

This  weekly  benoricence  is  giving  in  good  time,  and 
leads  to  another  sort  of  early  beneficence  —  the  dis- 
position of  property  during  life — the  ante-mortem  ex- 
ecution of  a  man's  will,  with  himself  as  the  executor. 
How  many  of  the  benefactions  of  the  world  have  been 
taken  out  of  dead  men's  hands,  and  how  much  of  it 
God  really  accepts,  it  is  hard  to  say  !  Very  many  of 
such  benefactions  never  reach  their  object,  but  are 
seized  by  the  greed  of  unscrupulous  relatives  or  melted 
to  nothing  in  tedious  and  costly  litigation. 

Infinitely  better  for  the  rich  to  follow  the  example 
of  a  Peabody,  to  use  their  business  intelligence  as  well 
as  Christian  charity,  in  founding  some  noble  benefaction 
that  may  last  on  solid  foundations  and  go  on  flower- 
ing with  ever-increasing  beauty  and  blessing  as  the 
ages  pass  by.  The  same  thing  can  be  done  by  any 
man  on  a  scale  commensurate  with  his  means. 

This  beneficence  is  humble,  like  its  most  Illustrious 
Incarnation,  the  blessed  Christ;  is  prayerful,  ever  seek- 
ing God's  direction  in  all  it  does;  and  believing, 
trusting  solely  for  its  usefulness  and  success  in  the 
merits  of  the  atoning  blood. 


CHAPTER  IV. 


MONEY  IS  A  POWER  FOR  GOOD— CHRISTIANS 
HAVE  PLENTY. 

MONEY  is  a  great  power  for  good  in  the  world, 
and  like  all  other  great  powers,  should  be  pro- 
perly used.  It  is  in  no  sense  a  curse,  but  a  very  great 
blessing.  When  it  is  injurious,  the  fault  lies  entirely 
in  its  wicked  abuse.  God's  best  blessings,  in  the  same 
way,  may  be  turned  into  curses,  as  they  often  are. 

It  is  neither  Scripture,  reason,  nor  common  honesty, 
to  say  that  money  is  "  the  root  of  all  evil."  The  real 
"  root "  is  the  cursed  exotic  engrafted  by  the  hand 
of  man — the  selfish  idolatrous  love  of  money — that  is 
indeed  the  root  of  all  evil.  In  its  proper  place  "money 
answereth  all  things."  "  It  may  represent  refinement 
and  education  and  ten  thousand  blessed  surroundings. 
It  is  the  spreading  of  the  table  that  feeds  the  chil- 
dren's huufjer.  It  is  the  lightinof  of  the  furnace  that 
keeps  you  warm.  It  is  the  making  of  the  bed  on 
which  you  rest  from  care  and  anxiety.  It  is  the  carry- 
ing out  at  last  of  you  to  decent  sepulture,  and  the  put- 
ting up  of  the  slab  on  which  is  chiselled  the  story  of 
your  Christian  hope."  Better  still,  it  is  a  mighty  and 
ever-growing  instrument  whereby  many  of  the  worst 
human  mi^-'^ries  may  be  alleviated,  and  some  of  the 
best  hu(     i    ..   »ssings  dispensed. 
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It  is  a  sin  for  some  men  not  to  be  well  off.  God  has 
endowed  them  with  splendid  business  faculties — with 
the  foresight,  shrewdness,  push,  thrift  and  strength  of 
mind  necessary  to  make  money,  and  has  given  them 
abundant  opportunities  besides.  Their  poverty  means 
that  they  have  buried  their  talent  in  the  grave  of 
slothful  disobedience  and  culpable  misuse.  Men  may 
have  to  answer  for  the  use  of  possessions  they  never 
had,  but  which  they  might  and  ought  to  have  had. 

Of  this  great  money  power  the  Christians  of  the 
world  already  have  abundance.  The  Christian  nations 
are  the  wealthiest  on  the  globe.  They  possess  the  prin- 
cipal continents,  and  countries  having  the  most  fertile 
soil,  the  finest  climate,  the  richest  mines,  and  where  the 
most  lucrative  commerce  can  be  carried  on.  Though 
they  number  only  about  a  third  of  the  world's  popula- 
tion, there  is  not  the  least  doubt  that  they  have  more 
wealth  than  all  the  rest  of  mankind.  And  of  these, 
the  Protestant  nations  are  much  the  richest  of  all. 

According  to  Mr.  Gladstone,  the  income  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  great  Britain  at  the  present  time,  is  five 
thousand  rnilllons  of  dollars  a  year.  This  does  not 
include  the  exceedingly  prosperous  dependencies  of 
the  British  Crown,  such  as  Australia,  our  own  Do- 
minion British  India,  and  a  multitude  of  others  of 
lesser  note. 

The  United  States  Department  of  Statistics  esti- 
mates the  present  annual  income  of  the  population  of 
that  country  at  a  little  over  seven  thousand  millions 
of  dollars.     We  cannot  say  what  the  total  income  of 
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the  Dominion  is,  but  judging  from  the  fact  that  our 
imports  reach  the  sum  of  one  hundred  millions  a  year, 
while  those  of  the  great  Republic  south  of  us  do  not 
exceed  between  seven  and  eight  hundred  millions  an- 
nually, our  people  cannot  be  so  very  much  poorer  than 
their  neighbors,  man  for  man.  All  this  wealth  is  ca- 
pable of  almost  indefinite  expansion  and  increase,  and 
is  hourly  augmenting  on  a  vast  scale. 

May  we  not  ask,  on  what  principle  can  we  account 
for  the  immense  superiority  in  wealth  of  Christians 
over  all  others,  and  of  Protestants  over  all  other 
Christians  ?  Superior  intelligence,  enterprise,  push, 
sound  business  principles  and  perseverance,  will  not 
account  for  it,  because  back  of  all  this  is  still  the 
query,  how  came  they  by  all  these  splendid  qualities  ? 
That  conducts  us  to  the  only  true  answer  that  can  be 
given.  It  is  the  Christian's  exalted  faith  and  the  Pro- 
testant's glorious  Bible  whence  this  noble  equipment  is 
derived. 

Men  can  never  walk  in  the  light  of  this  Divine 
truth  and  not  feel  the  quickenings  of  a  noble  stimulus 
to  make  the  most  of  themselves  for  both  worlds.  The 
connection,  too,  between  growth  in  wealth,  and  zeal  in 
circulating  the  Scriptures  and  spreading  the  Gospel  in 
the  line  of  Christian  liberality  of  which  this  essay  is 
treating,  is  more  than  a  mere  accident.  Protestant's 
have  sent  the  Bible  and  the  missionary  abroad ;  they 
have  given  something  to  God's  cause,  more  than  any 
others,  and,  somehow,  the  streams  of  wealth  from  all 
these  foreign  lands,  flow  back  on  them.     It  is  no  acci- 


MONEY    IS   A   POWER   FOR   GOOD. 


20 


dent,  it  is  the  decree  of  God :  "  The  liberal  soul  shall 
be  made  fat ;  there  is  that  scattereth,  and  yet  in- 
crease th." 

The  acquisition  of  this  wealth,  which  is  so  largely 
owing  to  the  power  of  the  Christian's  Bible,  and  the 
blessing  of  the  Christian's  God,  brings  with  it  a  ter- 
rible responsibility.  The  more  powerful  the  instru- 
ment, the  greater  the  responsibility  in  its  use.  A  child 
may  safely  play  with  a  block  of  wood,  but  it  takes  a 
wise  man  to  handle  a  hundred  barrels  of  dynamite. 
Weak  and  careless  fingers  may  push  an  empty  baby 
waggon,  but  it  takes  a  firm  and  deft  hand  to  touch  the 
throttle-valve  of  an  express  engine.  The  possibilities  of 
usefulness  wrapped  up  in  this  enormous  Christian 
wealth,  were  it  fully  consecrated  to  the  Divine  service 
and  human  weal,  even  a  wild  imagination  might  fail 
to  exceed.  Yet  for  the  use  of  every  cent  of  it,  account 
must  be  given  at  the  bar  of  God. 


CHAPTER  V. 


PAY  AS  WE  VALUE  THINGS. 


IF  the  various  enterprises  of  Christian  beneficence 
were  estimated  for,  accordin^f  to  their  comparative 
importance,  then  the  Cliristian  world  would  spend  on 
them,  with  a  munificence  they  show  to  nothing  else. 
But,  how  stands  the  record  ? 

England  gives  each  year  some  six  millions  and  a 
quarter  of  dollars  to  spread  the  Gospel  among  the  hea- 
then nations  of  the  world — a  most  generous  sum,  many 
will  say.  The  Christians  of  the  United  States  make  an 
annual  otfering  for  the  same  object  of  a  little  under 
four  millions — a  noble  sum,  many  will  exclaim.  The 
churches  in  the  United  States  give  for  all  Christian 
causes  some  seventy-seven  millions  of  dollars  a  year. 
Magnificent  liberality  !  Worthy  of  the  noblest  of  en- 
terprises !  Any  other  opinion  would  appear  to  many 
incredible.  The  Baptists  of  the  United  States,  last 
year  alone,  contributed  to  God's  cause  over  seven 
millions  eiijht  hundred  thousand  dollars.  Grand ! 
The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  the  same  country 
raised  over  sixteen  millions !  Grander  still  !  The 
Methodist  Church  of  the  Dominion  raises  yearly  some 
two  hundred  thousand  dollars  for  missions  alone.  That 
is  fine !     The  Presbyterian  and  Methodist  Churches  of 
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Canada  last  year  raised  for  all  purposes  about  S  1,600, - 
000  p-ach  !  Surely  that  is  liberal !  See  the  beautiful 
and  exnensive  churches  erected,  and  still  he'inrf  erected 
all  over  the  land !  Are  not  the  churches  constantly 
asking  for  money  for  one  object  or  another,  and  is  not 
a  steady  flow  of  liberality  pouring  into  their  treasuries  ? 
Yes.  It  is  true,  Christian  England  gives  for  missions 
six  millions  and  a  quarter ;  but  her  amusements 
in  a  year,  cost  her  sixty-tiuo  7)iillions  and  a  half,  her 
tobacco  sixty-five,  and  her  intoxicating  drinks,  six 
hundred  and  twenty  millions !  One  niontlis  drink 
bill  of  the  United  Kingdom,  equals  all  the  money  spent 
in  churches,  schools  and  hospitals  in  a  year !  The 
United  States  spend  seventy-seven  millions  on  the 
churches,  and  the  ladies  foreign  dresses  alone  cost 
them  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  millions  a  year ! 
The  ladies  of  that  country  actually  spend  more  for 
artificial  Jioiuers  each  year,  than  do  all  the  churches 
for  spreading  the  Gospel  among  the  nations.  The 
people  of  the  United  States  give  on  average,  say 
fifteen  cents  a-piece  each  year,  towards  Christian  mis- 
sions ;  but  they  spend  annually  seven  hundred  millions 
on  drink,  that  is  as  calculated,  nearly  forty-six  dollars 
per  cajyita,  of  their  drinking  population.  The  drink 
bill  of  New  York  City  alone  for  1886  was  over  fifty 
millions,  while  the  entire  State  of  New  York  expended 
for  education  that  year  only  about  thirteen  Tnillions 
and  a  quarter!  In  the  City  of  Montreal,  some  seven 
or  eight  hundred  people  support  a  pastor  of  a  church, 
but  for  every  seventeen  families  in  that  city  there  is  a 
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saloon  !  We  spend,  possibly,  some  five  or  six  millions 
a  year  for  all  church  purposes  ;  but  there  is  little  doubt 
we  waste  on  liquor  Jifty  'millions  every  year !  The 
churches  get  many  a  rap  on  the  knuckles  about  their 
importunity  and  everlasting  begging ;  but  the  people 
of  Toronto,  not  long  ago,  paid  to  hear  Madame  Patti 
sing  such  pieces  as  "  Kathleen  Mavourneen,"  and 
"  Home  Sweet  Home,"  on  one  evening,  eight  thousand 
dollars,  and  not  a  word  of  grumbling  about  it  I  Many 
a  map.  expends  more  in  furnishing  his  house,  than  he 
gives  to  God  in  twenty  years.  Even  the  pictures  that 
hang  on  some  men's  walls,  would  build  a  splendid 
church,  or  several  of  them.  At  a  recent  sale  of  the 
pictures  of  the  late  A.  T.  Stewart,  of  New  York,  one 
was  bought  for  fifty-three  thousand  dollars,  and  another 
for  sixty-six  thousand,  and  the  total  set  realized  over 
half  a  million  of  dollars ! 

A  few  millions  are  nothing  when  a  Christian  nation 
has  a  war  on  hand.  It  is  a  small  war  that  does  not 
cost  England  from  twenty  to  forty  millions.  The  Zulu 
and  Transvaal  war  of  1879-80  cost  over  tiventy-four, 
and  the  Abyssinian  Expedition  of  1866-68  forty-three. 
We  in  Canada  paid  as  much  for  the  suppression  of  the 
Riel  Rebellion  as  all  Canada  gave  that  year  for  every 
church  or  philanthropic  purpose  put  together.  The 
cost  of  two  or  three  British  war-ships  will  tr.ke  as 
much  money  as  all  England  gives  in  a  year  to  evange- 
lizing one  thousand  millions  of  men !  What  Russia 
gives  to  spread  the  Gospel  we  do  not  know,  but  we  do 
know  that  she  is  quite  willing  to  spend  each  year  on 
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her  army  and  navy  over  a  hundred  millionn  of  dollars. 
France  cheerfully  devotes  to  the  same  purposes  more 
than  one  hundred  and  sixty-eight,  Germany  one  hun- 
dred and  thirteen,  and  even  Christian  Fngland  does  not 
scruple  to  pay  over  one  hundred  and  tifty-tive  millions 
a  year  for  her  army  and  navy.  If  it  be  true  that  men 
pay  for  things  us  they  value  them,  then  it  would  ap- 
pear that  the  most  Christian  nations  of  the  world  think 
a  great  deal  more  of  their  feathers  and  tinery,  their 
pastimes  and  pleasures,  their  tobacco  and  liquor,  to 
say  nothing  of  their  military  armaments  and  wars, 
than  they  do  of  all  their  Christian  institutions  and 
privileges,  and  of  all  their  opportunities  of  glorifying 
God  in  spreading  the  knowledge  of  His  salvation 
throughout  the  world ! 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

HERE  IS  AN  HONEST  DEBT. 

WE  are  bound  to  practise  this  beneficence,  not 
merely  by  a  bald  and  arbitrary  command,  but 
by  practical  arguments  that  an  honest  man  cannot 
resist.  We  certainly  are  most  deeply  in  debt  to  the 
Gospel  of  Christ.  Are  we  freemen?  What  was  it 
broke  the  fetters  of  feudalism  in  the  middle  ages, 
and  suppressed  the  slave-trade  in  later  days  ?  What 
is  it  has  introduced  constitutional  government  and  a 
just  code  of  jurisprudence  into  so  many  lands  ?  What 
but  the  potent  teachings  of  right  found  in  the  Book 
of  God  ?  Have  we  intelligence,  culture  and  refine- 
ment ?  How  came  the  nations  of  Europe  to  awake  in 
the  sixteenth  century  from  the  long  sleep  of  ages,  and 
to  start  on  a  career  of  intellectual  progress  the  most 
wonderful  in  all  history  ?  The  Reformation  of  Luther 
was  but  the  liberation  of  that  mightiest  of  all  educators 
— the  Bible  :  its  disinterment  from  deep  burial  under 
the  rubbish  of  human  traditions  and  superstition.  Its 
rising  beams  on  the  mountain-tops  of  vision,  more 
than  all  other  inspirations,  kindled  the  intellectual 
glories  of  the  Elizabethan  age ;  and  its  mighty  throb- 
bings  are  distinctly  traceable  in  all  the  grandest  tri- 
umphs of  Literature,  Science  and  Art  ever  since. 
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Have  we  a  settled  and  safe  state  of  society  ?  There 
are  lands  in  the  world,  fat  and  fair,  where  we  would 
not  dwell  for  a  day,  nor  take  the  gift  of  their  best 
thousand  acres.  Why  ?  Because  the  fear  of  God,  the 
religion  of  Christ,  the  supremacy  of  the  Bible,  are  not 
there.  They  are  but  modern  Sodoms.  The  Gospel  of 
Jesus  guarantees  our  peace  and  safety  infinitely  better 
than  all  the  soldiers  and  police  in  the  world. 

Have  we  a  thousand  delightful  amenities  and  com- 
forts in  social  life  ?  It  is  the  wholesome,  joyous  breath 
of  Christ's  sweet  religion,  that  circulates  in  our  neigh- 
borhoods and  in  our  homes. 

Have  we,  above  all,  an  easy  conscience,  peace  with 
God,  and  a  good  hope  of  heaven  ?  The  blessed  religion 
of  Jesus  alone,  of  all  things,  has  been  able  to  solve  the 
deep  problems  of  our  spiritual  nature,  lift  us  from  the 
horrible  pit  of  sin,  set  our  feet  on  the  Rock  of  Ages. 
and  put  a  new  song  of  praise  into  our  lips.  As  Chris- 
tians we  owe  more,  because  we  have  more,  than  others. 
We  inherit  the  riches  of  all  past  ages.  What  others 
fought  for,  and  died  for,  has  descended  to  us.  Others 
have  labored,  we  have  entered  into  their  labors.  Each 
age  has  conquered  something  precious  for  the  highest 
well-beinof  of  the  race.  The  whole  is  in  our  hands. 
Our  debt  is  the  accumulation  of  the  mighty  past ; 
our  obligation  is  due  to  the  great  God  above  us,  and 
to  the  countless  millions  of  men  that  are  coming 
after  us. 

Can  we  ever  pay  such  debts  as  these  ?  Never  fully, 
indeed,  but  we  can  do  what  God  and  the  possibilities 


36 


THE   GIFTS   OF  THE    ROYAL    FAMILY. 


I 


I 


of  our  nature  admit  of.  We  can  love  that  Gospel  as 
we  love  nothing  else  on  earth.  We  can  set  its  claims 
as  supreme  in  the  list  of  all  our  obligations.  We  can 
study  its  wants  with  our  best  intelligence,  and  in  the 
spirit  of  the  largest-hearted  generosity.  We  can  give 
it  all  the  aid  in  our  power,  and  feel  all  the  time  that  we 
are  crowning  ourselves  with  glory  and  honor.  We 
can  spend  our  lives  in  helping  to  send  it  triumphant 
all  over  the  world ;  and  at  life's  close,  feel  we  could 
gladly  spend  another  hundred  years  on  earth  doing 
nothing  else. 


CHAPTER  VII. 


CHRISTIAN  BENEFICENCE  DOES  OURSELVES  GOOD. 


IT  is  closel}'  related  to  our  temporal  welfare.  The 
systematic  tithe  does  good  more  ways  than  one. 
It  introduces  a  valuable  oicle7'  into  our  expenditures 
which  is  worth  a  great  deal.  The  man  who  has  no 
definite  syston;  in  the  order  and -proportion  of  his  out- 
lay, and  who  lives  pretty  much  by  impulse  and  fancy, 
is  apt  to  make  many  a  foolish  bargain,  and  often  to  stand 
in  need  of  other  things  he  ought  to  have.  In  fact 
such  a  disorderly  mode  of  managing  brings  bank- 
ruptcy on  plenty  of  people.  The  tithe  is  a  definite 
proportion  for  one  purpose,  then  why  not  proportion 
all  other  expenditures  as  well  ?  So  many  a  Christian 
tithe-giver  has  ^  asoned  and  acted,  and  found  at  the 
end  of  the  year  that  his  incoir.v:  has  produced  better 
satisfaction,  and  h"  has  been  able  to  live  within  it 
besides.  To  livr  vuthln  one's  income  is  one  of  the 
hardest  lessons  ptrs(;rMi  economics  have  to  learn  ;  but 
once  mastered  an  1  folk  ved  up,  the  increase  of  pro- 
perty, or  even\vealfch,  is  only  a  question  of  time.  There 
is  no  doubt  this  is  one  reason  that  the  Christian  tithe- 
giver  is  very  often  a  prosperous  man ;  but  there  is  a 
higher  and  better  reason.  There  is  the  promise  of 
God  that  he  sb  U  be.    "Honor  the  Lord  with  thy 
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substance,  and  with  the  first-fruits  of  all  thine  in- 
crease. So  shall  thy  barns  be  filled  with  plenty,  and 
thy  presses  shall  burst  out  with  new  wine."  "  He 
which  soweth  bountifully  shall  reap  also  bountifully." 
'•  Give,  and  it  shall  be  given  unto  you,  good  measure, 
pressed  down  and  shaken  together  and  running  over, 
shall  men  give  into  your  bosom." 

Jacob,  moved  by  the  principles  of  true  beneficence, 
started  life  as  a  tithe-giver.  Twenty  years  afterwards 
he  reviewed  the  result,  "  I  am  not  orthy  of  the  least 
of  all  the  mercies,  and  of  all  the  t  •  which  Thou 
hast  shewed  unto  Thy  servant,  for  witii  my  staff  (that 
was  all  he  had),  I  passed  over  this  Jordan,  and  now  I 
am  become  two  bands."  Many  a  man  since  then  has 
had  a  similar  experience. 

There  are  men  living  now,  and  not  a  few,  who  began 
life  with  property  worth  not  much  more  than  Jacob's 
staff,  but  who,  adopting  Jacob's  beneficent  principle 
of  systematic  giving,  can  testify  that  they  never 
lacked  the  prospering  blessing  of  God  ever  since ; 
and  whose  riches  have  not  only  grown  beyond  their 
utmost  expectations,  but  have  come  charged  with  a 
multitude  of  joys  unknown  to  the  mere  selfish  money- 
getter. 

So  also  the  selfish  niggardliness  that  refuses  to 
honor  the  claims  of  this  Divine  beneficende  oftentimes 
defeats  itself.  The  very  methods  of  selfishness  are 
frequently  the  chief  causes  of  disaster  and  utter  finan- 
cial ruin.  Besides,  it  is  of  the  very  nature  of  robbery, 
and  cannot  prosper.    "  Will  a  man  rob  God  ? "  was  the 
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startling  (question  put  to  the  ancient  Jews,  and  a  crime 
of  heinous  sort  was  at  once  charged  home  upon  them : 
"  Yet  ye  have  robbed  Me."  How  ?  "  In  tithes  and 
offerings''  So  that  he  who  keeps  back  what  he  ought 
to  give  to  God's  cause  must  answer  for  the  commis- 
sion of  the  highest  form  of  robbery — sacrilege. 

The  Divine  displeasure  is  doubtless  often  visited  on 
those  who  thus  dishonor  God,  as  He  has  declared  it 
will  be.  It  is  easy  for  God  to  find  messengers  to  exe- 
cute His  wrath.  The  biting  frost,  the  gnawing  worm, 
the  smiting  hail,  the  withering  drought,  the  consuming 
fire,  may  oftener  be  visitations  of  retributive  justice 
than  many  imagine. 

It  is  needed  as  a  check  to  covetousness.  Of  all  the 
varieties  of  sin  none  is  meaner  than  covetousness,  and 
none  takes  hold  of  the  human  heart  with  a  deadlier  grip. 
It  was  this  spirit  that  Eve  indulged,  as  she  took  fatal 
possession  of  the  fruit  that  seemed  so  "good  for  food, 
pleasant  to  the  eyes,  and  to  be  desired  to  make  one 
wise."  It  inspired  Achan  to  grasp  the  wedge  of  gold, 
the  silver  shekels  and  the  Babylonish  garment,  even  if 
it  cost  the  rout  of  the  whole  Israelite  forces,  and  the 
demoralization  of  the  whole  Israelite  nation.  It  put 
a  vile  falsehood  into  Gehazi's  lips,  and  would  fain  have 
turned  the  holy  prophet  into  a  lying  hypocrite  in  the 
eyes  of  the  recovered  Naaman.  It  emboldened  Ana- 
nias and  his  wife  Sapphira  to  tell  lies  in  the  very  face 
of  the  Holy  Ghost.  It  turned  the  disciple  Judas  into 
the  accursed  traitor  that  betrayed  his  Lord  for  thirty 
pieces  of  silver.     It  has  inspired  the  most  dastardly 
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and  villainous  deeds  in  all  the  history  of  the  world 
ever  since.  What  but  this,  has  many  a  time  plunged 
whole  nations  into  the  bloodiest  and  most  devastating 
wars.  What  but  this,  has  mr  Je  man  a  worse  enemy 
of  his  feilowman  than  the  ferocious  wolf  or  the  blood- 
thirsty tiger.  Nothing  has  ever  worse  degraded  hu- 
man nature.  Well  may  the  old  Latin  word  for  wretch 
be  used  as  the  modern  synonym  for  the  covetous 
money-worshipper — miser — the  incarnation  of  selfish- 
ness, lust  of  possession,  and  superlative  unhappiness. 

This  monster  does  not  develop  all  its  terrific  power 
at  once.  It  is  oftener  a  growth  of  years.  It  not  sel- 
dom starts  in  what  seem  trivial  beginnings,  and  calls 
itself  by  harmless  or  even  virtuous  names.  The  habits 
of  industry,  the  thrift,  the  careiti'aess  by  which  alone 
any  savings  can  be  made,  the  laudable  desire  to  lay 
by  something  for  a  "  rainy  da}',"  for  time  of  sickness 
or  feebleness  of  age — from  fountains  as  pure  as  these 
— the  viper  of  covetousness  is  often  generated. 

How  then  shall  this  insidious,  this  hateful,  this  fatal 
vice  be  effectually  antagonized  ?  How  can  a  man  get 
rich  and  escape  being  hurt  by  this  covetous  spirit?  That 
problem  human  experience  has  found  hard  to  solve, 
and  the  fewest  number  ever  have  solved  it.  And  yet 
the  solution  is  simple  enough.  Let  a  man  grow  in  the 
grace  of  God — in  the  grace  of  this  Christian  beneficence 
as  he  grows  in  wealth — that  is  all.  When  the  mighty 
love  of  God  and  the  mighty  love  of  man  tighten  their 
hold  on  a  man's  heart,  at  every  leap  he  takes  on  the  road 
to  wealth,  and  his  increased  riches  are  made  to  supply 
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increased  p;()od  to  the  world — they  will  be  apt  to  keep 
their  place.  But  if  his  relio^ious  life  and  his  beneficent 
offerings  lafj  feebly  behind,  small  wonder  covetous- 
ness  soon  grasps  the  reins  and  his  riches  run  away 
with  him.  It  would  be  hard  indeed  to  make  a  miser 
out  of  the  man  who  has,  as  a  principal  plank  in  the 
platform  of  money  gettinj?,  that  the  Lord  shall  have  at 
least  every  tenth  dollar  he  may  make,  and  that,  as  a 
devout  offering  of  grateful  love  to  the  Giver  of  all 
good.  Such  a  spirit  and  the  idolatry  of  money  are  far 
too  antai[jonistic  to  live  lonor  in  the  same  heart.  One 
or  other  must  give  way. 

Where  many  religious  men  fail  is,  that  while  they 
have  definite  enough  ideas  and  plans  about  accumu- 
lating, they  have  little  or  none  about  giving.  They 
leave  that  to  be  dealt  with  at  the  time,  to  the  urgencv 
of  the  appeal,  to  their  fancy  for  the  object,  to  their 
impulse  at  the  particular  moment.  All  this  means 
that  they  leave  so  many  gaps  open  for  the  vigorous 
inroads  of  covetousness,  and  that  vile  spirit  will  always 
find  some  excuse  for  their  not  practising  any  liberality 
worth  the  name. 

Little  wonder  then  that  many  professing  Christians 
find  themselves  at  last  (though  it  was  no  part  of  their 
calculations)  under  a  grievous  bondage  of  covetous- 
ness— the  most  powerful  hindrance  to  their  religious 
life,  and  no  small  scandal  to  their  Christian  profession 
before  the  world. 

It  likewise  is  needed  for  the  growth  of  the  other 
graces  of  the  Christian  character. 
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All  Cluistian  graces  are  inter-related.  They  act 
and  react  on  each  other.  The  strong  grasp  of  Faith 
enkindles  the  warmth  of  Love  and  lights  the  eye  of 
Hope.  Hope's  radiant  prospects  and  Love's  joyous 
thrill  strengthen  Faith's  hold  on  God.  Humility  tem- 
pers the  boldness  of  Christian  courage,  and  Christian 
courage  saves  humility  from  servile  weakness.  The 
passive  graces — gentleness,  meekness,  longsuftering — 
clothe  with  dignity  and  beauty  the  active  virtues  of 
fearless  heroism  and  aggressive  conquest.  There  is 
no  one  Christian  virtue  but  gives  beauty,  power  and 
efficacy  to  all  the  rest.  So  true  Christian  beneficence 
stimulates  and  nourishes  every  other  element  of  Chris- 
tian character.  A  man  Cfnnot  be  a  systematic,  high- 
principled,  generous.  Christian  giver  without  feeling  the 
good  effects  of  it  every  way.  It  expands  his  ideas  of 
the  Great  God  Himself,  as  the  Fountain  of  an  infinite 
goodness ;  it  links  him  with  his  Saviour  in  sympathy 
with  the  suffering  and  love  for  the  race ;  it  cultivates 
his  conceptions  of  the  Divine  compassion  and  tender- 
ness of  the  world's  only  true  religion — the  religion  of 
Jesus  Christ;  it  strengthens  his  faith  in  the  possibilities 
of  the  moral  renewal  of  men,  and  of  his  own  growth 
in  all  true  excellence  ;  it  puts  him  in  loving  touch  with 
his  fellowman,  and  educates  him  in  all  the  holy  rela- 
tionships of  human  brotherhood  ;  it  illustrates  to  him 
vividly  the  peerless  beauty  of  a  pure  life  ;  it  helps  him 
to  realize  the  Fatherhood  of  God,  his  relation  to  the 
final  judgment  and  the  eternal  reward. 

There  are  many  Christians  who  wonder  at  their  slow 
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progress  in  the  Christian  life.  Ten,  twenty,  tliirty 
years  of  Christian  profession,  find  them  not  much  more 
than  spiritual  babes  still.  How  is  it  ?  Have  those 
Christian  hearts  and  purses  been  all  along  as  widely 
open  to  God's  cause  as  they  should  ?  Have  they  been 
doing  the  generous  thing  with  the  Saviour  they  have 
professed  to  love?  They  have  bought  fine  clothes, 
built  fine  houses,  put  away  lots  of  money ;  but  as  to 
giving,  one  of  their  grand  entertainments  to  their 
friends  has  cost  them"  more  than  a  whole  year's  gifts 
to  the  Church.  A  summer's  outinor  has  cost  them  more 
than  five  years'  contributions  to  every  sort  of  Christian 
benevolence.  Their  guilty  parsimony  is  totally  out  of 
line  with  the  whole  genius  of  that  religion  they  profess. 
The  real  wonder  is,  that  they  have  a  spark  of  spiritual 
life  left  in  them. 

It  is  safe  to  say,  that  without  this  Christian  benefi- 
cence the  higher  Christian  life  is  unattainable.  Holi- 
ness and  stinginess  are  incompatible.  Holiness  implies 
full,  the  fullest,  consecration  to  God — just  as  well  the 
depths  of  the  purse,  as  the  depths  of  the  heart.  It  is 
not  true  that  we  have  devoted  our  all  to  God,  while 
we  persist  in  practising  the  miserable,  slip-shod,  spas- 
modic and  utterly  beggarly  and  unprincipled  way  in 
which  many  of  us  are  giving  to  Christ's  cause.  We 
know  of  a  better  wav  that  commends  itself  to  our  in- 
telligence,  our  sense  of  propriety  and  of  right — that 
conscience,  Scripture  and  the  sore  necessities  of  the 
world  all  call  upon  us  to  adopt ;  and  until  we  do,  in 
vain  we  aspire  after  those  glorious  Beulah -heights  of 
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advanced  Christian  experience,  which  certainly  are  our 
privilege  thr<      h  the  Blood  of  the  Covenant. 

We  need  it  if  we  are  ever  to  see  the  kingdom  of 
heaven.  Some  of  the  most  startling  and  terrible  words 
Christ  ever  uttered,  were  spoken  respecting  the  rich. 
"  Verily  I  say  unto  you,  that  a  rich  man  shall  hardly 
enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  And  again,  I  say 
unto  you.  It  is  easier  for  a  camel  to  go  through  the 
eye  of  a  needle,  than  for  a  rich  man  to  enter  into  the 
kingdom  of  God."  When  the  -disciples  heard  this, 
"  they  were  exceedingly  amazed,  saying,  who  then  can 
be  saved  ?"  The  rich  man  here  is  our  old  familiar 
money  idolater,  the  man  who  believes  that  mammon 
is  king,  and  who,  as  Christ  Himself  afterward  explains, 
trusts  in  riches.  That  was  the  trouble  with  the  inter- 
esting young  man,  whose  failure  to  obey  Christ  had 
called  forth  these  fearful  words  of  warning.  He 
seemed  ready  for  anything  that  he  might  be  saved. 
He  could  do  everything  but  give.  To  touch  his  "great 
possessions  "  was  to  touch  the  apple  of  his  eye.  No ! 
this  Christian  beneficence  (and  doubtless  Christ  hit  the 
right  proportion  in  his  case)  could  not  be  dreamed  of, 
and  so  he  went  away  sorrowful.  Well  he  might.  He 
had  kept  his  money ;  but  he  had  lost  his  soul.  There 
need  be  no  amazement  about  the  difficulty  of  such  men 
being  saved.  How  a  man  bloated  with  the  pride  and 
vanity  that  unsanctified  riches  always  engender,  and 
laden  with  the  money-bags  that  ought  to  have  been 
emptied  into  the  hands  of  the  poor  and  into  the  trea- 
suries of  God's  cause,  how  he  could  find  an  easy  passage 
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through  the  strait  gate  of  life,  that  would  be  the  real 
wonder  A  camel  might  easier  squeeze  through  a 
needle's  eye.  With  men  it  is  impossible,  but  not  with 
God,  for  His  Almighty  grace  can  smite  this  cursed 
covetousness  from  its  usurped  dominion,  and  enable 
even  the  rich  man  to  practise  a  beneficence,  worthy 
of  the  most  royal  of  His  sons  and  daughters,  and 
make  his  passage  to  the  skies  as  facile  and  safe  as  any. 
We  need  this  beneficence  for  our  own  happiness. 
This  world  is  made  far  more  of  a  "  vale  of  tears  "  than 
it  ought  to  be.  The  largest  share  of  human  sorrow  on 
earth  is  of  human  manufacture.  Allowing  for  all  the 
painful  discipline  and  severe  education  God  sees  we 
need  to  fit  us  for  heaven,  there  is  plenty  of  room  left 
for  a  vast  amount  of  happiness  during  our  brief  stay 
here.  Happiness — all  he  could  contain — was  the  nor- 
mal state  of  man.  Happiness — restored  in  Christ  with 
even  higher  than  Eden  joys — is  our  privilege  now. 
Happiness,  with  a  "  fulness  of  joy "  heaven  only  can 
supply,  is  our  prospect  hereafter.  God  does  not  thank 
us  for  making  ourselves  miserable.  On  the  whole, 
this  world  is  not  a  bad  place  at  all  to  live  in.  It  is 
full  to  overflowing  of  things  of  beauty  and  of  joy,  andi 
moreover,  it  is  full  to  overflowing  of  ways  to  multiply 
joys.  But  it  is  the  fewest  number  that  know  how  to 
extract  the  honey  out  of  life  and  leave  its  poison  alone. 
The  happiness  of  even  many  professing  Christians  is 
nothing  to  boast  of.  Their  money,  friends,  luxuries, 
amusements,  somehow  pall  so  quickly  on  their  taste, 
and  their  cares,  perplexities  and  griefs  gloomily  cloud 
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their  days.  They  sigh  heavily  for  more  satisfying 
joys.  They  could  find  them  easy  enou^^h,  if  they 
would.  Let  them  give  their  hearts  without  reserve 
to  God,  and  pour  a  stream  of  generous,  loving  benefi- 
cence out  upon  the  arid  wastes  of  suffering  humanity ; 
let  them  make  big  investments  in  the  stock  of  the 
various  philanthropies  going  on  in  the  Church  and  in 
the  world ;  let  them  go  forth  to  feed  the  poor,  visit 
the  sick,  raise  the  fallen,  and  save  the  lost ;  and  they 
will  soon  find,  with  delighted  astonishment,  how  much 
of  heaven  has  been  suddenly  imported  into  their  lives. 


CHAPTER  VIII. 


GOOD  FOR  THE   FAMILY. 


THIS  Christian  beneficence  is  needed  for  the  Family. 
The  family  is  not  a  mere  matter  of  Imman  con- 
venience, but  is  an  institution  of  Divine  appointment. 
Its  dignity,  sacredness  and  power  for  good  can  scarcely 
be  over-estimated.  It  is  the  true  prototype  of  national 
life,  and  the  best  nucleus  out  of  which  a  noble  nation- 
ality can  be  evolved.  A  Christian  home  is  a  peerless 
training  school  for  Church  and  State — for  earth  and 
heaver  If  there  be  human  responsibility  anywhere 
that  i  'emn,  heavy  and  untransferable,  it  is  that  of 
the  Christian  parent — the  prophet,  priest  and  king  of 
the  home.  If  any  man  or  woman  needs  the  religion 
of  Jesus,  it  is  a  father — a  viother;  if  any  need  sound 
principles  and  exemplary  practices,  it  is  they.  It  is 
just  here  that  the  right  training  in  Christian  benefi- 
cence should  begin,  and  where  it  will  do  the  most  good, 
and  it  is  just  here  where  failure  in  this  direction  is  too 
often  found. 

Many  professing  Christians  would  plead  exemption 
from  any  such  systematic  and  generous  giving  as  we 
are  advocating,  and  yet  try  to  claim  innocence  from 
the  charge  of  either  covetousness  or  stinginess.  They 
have  children  to  be  provided  for,  and  their  resources 
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are  all  too  limited  for  that,  without  giving  so  much 
away.  That  is  a  standard  of  generosity  to  children 
they  themselves  make,  but  God  never  made.  It  is  not 
wise  to  rob  Peter  to  pay  Paul.  It  is  well  to  provide 
for  children,  but  not  well  to  do  it  at  the  expense  of 
solemn  obligations  to  God  and  the  urgent  claims  of 
our  fellow-men.  Nor  does  it  work  well.  It  has  in  it 
the  elements  of  self-defeat,  like  all  other  acts  of  selfish 
disobedience. 

What  comes  of  all  this  work  and  worry  of  parents, 
all  this  tijjht-tisted  treatment  of  God's  cause  in  order 
that  children  may  be  well  provided  for  ?  One  thing 
scarcely  ever  fails  to  come  of  it — loss  of  Christian  in- 
fluence of  the  parents  over  their  children.  As  a  rule, 
children  are  not  so  dull  as  not  to  see  the  ruling  prin- 
ciples that  are  actuating  their  parents.  A  man  can  be 
a  hypocrite  better  anywhere  else  than  at  home.  A 
man,  whose  ruling  passion  all  the  week  is  to  rake,  and 
scrape,  and  get,  and  keep,  even  if  it  js  professedly  for 
his  boys,  need  not  think  that  those  boys  will  regard 
him  as  a  saint,  while  he  wears  a  sanctimonious  look 
on  Sunday  and  puts  his  beggarly  dime  on  the  (Collec- 
tion plate.  They  see  through  him,  and  are  valuing  his 
religious  character ;  and  if  he  only  knew  how  little 
they  think  it  worth,  it  would  startle  and  pain  him  a 
good  deal. 

It  is  often  a  matter  of  no  small  wonder  why  the 
children  of  so  many  parents  who  are  professing  Chris- 
tians grow  up  unconverted,  and  sometimes  even  averse 
to  religion  and  the  Church  of  God.     Parents  can  hardly 
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expect  their  children  to  be  better  than  they  train 
them.  ]f  all  along,  by  their  own  precepts  and  ex- 
ample they  have  taught  them  to  put  the  claims  of  the 
world  and  self  first,  and  God's  claims  last,  if  at  all, 
they  need  not  wonder  if  their  children  profit  by  their 
training  and  let  God  and  religion  and  the  Church 
pretty  much  alone.  If  parents,  by  their  niggardliness 
slight  religion  for  half  a  life  time,  small  wonder,  their 
children  follow  up  their  example  a  little  further,  and 
reject  it  altogether. 

Property  gained  in  fi\m  way,  is  not  worth  as  much 
to  children  as  many  parents  think.  Property  that 
lacks  the  Divine  blessing,  and  in  the  hands  of  those 
deficient  in  right  principles  and  solidity  of  character 
is  oftener  a  curse  than  anything  else,  and  frequently 
melts  away  in  the  costly  vices  and  foolish  extrava- 
gances of  its  possessor.  The  sons  of  the  stingy  old 
Christian,  for  whom  he  has  toiled  and  saved  for  the 
very  best  of  his  days,  and  sacrificed  his  duty  to  God  be- 
sides, often  make  short  work  of  it  all,  when  his  property 
gets  into  their  hands.  And  it  is  but  little  thanks  he 
gets  either.  Many  such  parents  in  their  old  age  bit- 
terly prove,  that  it  does  not  pay  to  cheat  the  Lord,  even 
for  the  sake  of  their  children.  It  pays  a  thousand 
times  better  for  parents  to  do  the  square,  honorable, 
iienerous  thing  with  God's  cause,  and  to  teach  their 
children  diligently,  and  from  early  infancy,  to  do  the 
same.  If  they  have  less  of  this  world  to  leave  them, 
they  will  have  the  solid  satisfaction  that  they  did 
their  duty  before  their  offspring,  that  they  have  labored 
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faithfully  to  implant  within  them  the  elements  of  a 
substantial  and  noble  character,  and  they  can  lie  down 
on  their  dying  pillow,  content  in  believing  that  their 
labor  shall  not  be  in  vain  in  the  Lord.  Nor  shall  it 
be.  Such  a  memory  is  a  blessed  inspiration  to  suc- 
ceeding generations,  and  such  teaching  and  such  ex- 
ample, often  afterwards  bears  the  richest  harvests  in 
every  species  of  prosperity — material,  moral  and 
spiritual. 


CHAPTER  IX. 


SORELY  NEEDED  FOR  THE  CHURCH. 


THE  Church  is  the  Royal  Family  of  God.  Its  mem- 
bers are  God's  children — redeemed,  regenerated, 
and  adopted  as  His  sons  and  daughters.  This  alone 
is  the  true  mystical  body  of  Christ.  These  spiritual 
children  are  all  included  in  no  one  of  the  visible  church 
organizations  of  the  world — the  vast  bulk  of  them  are 
undoubtedly  found  in  some  or  other  of  those  organi- 
zations. By  the  Church  of  God  on  earth  we  mean  the 
afrfjrefifate  of  all  evangelical  denominations,  and  of  all 
evangelical  Christians.  This  is  the  noblest  association 
on  earth.  Whether  we  regard  its  origin,  principles, 
character,  aims,  or  work,  it  stands  in  solitary  and  un- 
approachable moral  grandeur  —  the  perfection  of  all 
things  human  in  what  is  beautiful,  true  and  good. 

The  Church  is  Christ's  human  representative  in  the 
world.  Here  are  found  His  witnesses  to  the  power  of 
grace,  the  beauty  of  holiness,  the  beneficence  of  His 
religion,  the  fidelity  of  His  promises,  the  reality  of 
things  spiritual,  the  certainty  of  things  eternal.  It  is 
no  trifle  to  the  Saviour,  what  sort  of  testimony  these 
witnesses  bear  for  Him,  in  what  manner  they  represent 
Hira  here.  This  is  the  Christian  evidence  most  potent 
of  all ;  and  it  is  almost  the  only  evidence  the  world 
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reads.  It  is  not  the  learned  tomes  on  Christian 
apologetics  men  study  much ;  but  they  do  look  keenly 
every  day  at  the  behaviour  of  their  neighbors  who 
profess  religion,  and  belong  to  the  Church.  If  they 
see  honesty,  manliness,  generosity,  purity,  brotherly 
kindness,  impressions  favorable  to  religion  are  made  I 
if  they  see  meanness,  trickery,  tight-fistedness,  and  a 
general  dodging  of  responsibilities,  secular  and  sacred, 
they  are  ready — too  ready — to  jump  to  the  conclusion 
that  religion  and  church  membership  makes  but  slight 
differences  in  human  character.  So  Christ  is  wounded 
in  the  house  of  His  friends.  The  mission  of  the 
Church  is  immense.  It  includes  the  ameliorating  of 
all  sorts  of  human  miseries,  the  reclaiming  of  all  sorts 
of  sinners,  the  education  of  all  sorts  of  pure  and  noble 
characters,  the  administering  of  all  sorts  of  holy  con- 
solations, the  victory  over  all  sorts  of  unholy  antagon- 
isms. 

To  expect  it  to  do  all  this,  without  a  vast  net- 
work of  agencies  and  a  vast  outlay  in  money,  is  un- 
reasonable and  absurd.  It  is  the  costliest  undertakinor 
in  the  world,  and  is  worth  every  cent  it  costs.  It 
takes  more  brains,  pu.sh,  tact,  courage,  perseverance, 
enterprise,  and  a  larger  expenditure  of  every  descrip- 
tion of  talent,  as  well  as  far  more  money,  to  work  the 
Church,  as  it  should  be  worked,  than  any  other  human 
undertaking.  And  if  it  took  a  hundred  times  as  much, 
it  is  cheap  at  that.  If  there  is  any  human  enterprise 
where  intelligence,  business  ability,  system,  high  prin- 
ciples, as  well  as  thoroughly  adequate  resources,  are 
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required,  it  is  in  this  work.  This  is  the  field  above  all 
others,  where  the  most  systematic  and  the  most  large- 
hearted  liberality  ought  to  be  applied.  It  is  just  the 
field  that  gets  the  least  of  either  the  otu  or  the  other. 
How, and  on  what  system  of  finance,  is  modern  church 
enterprise  conducted  ?  Its  system  is  conspicuous  chiefly 
for  its  absence.  There  is  none.  It  would  be  a  gross 
misuse  of  that  dignified  term,  to  apply  it  to  the  prin- 
cipal methods  for  raising  church  funds  in  vogue  almost 
universally  at  the  present  time.  The  chief  features  of 
all  these  methods  are  persistent  entreat)'',  almost  to 
mendicity,  and  a  doubtful  or  dishonorable  barter  of 
churchly  commodities.  It  is  either  a  perpetual  asking 
for  money,  or  a  host  of  secular  devices  to  make  it. 
There  is  scarcely  a  pulpit  but  voices  this  cry,  "  Give, 
give,"  almost  every  Sabbath.  There  is  scarcely  a  week, 
sometimes  scarcely  a  day,  but  some  church  entertain- 
ment of  one  kind  or  other  to  make  money,  is  taking 
place.  The  Church  has  no  proper  business  basis  of 
operations,  no  assured  capital  on  which  to  work,  no 
adequate  financial  plan  by  which  it  can  conduct  its 
affairs  with  dignity,  consistency  and  efficiency.  All 
this  unreasonable,  unscriptural  way  of  working  involves 
the  Church  in  frightful  difficulties  and  perils.  She 
has  her  choice  of  the  horns  of  a  terrible  dilemma.  She 
can  cease  this  everlasting  begging,  and  these  ever- 
lasting church-shows,  then  the  supply  of  funds  is 
instantly  cut  off,  and  all  her  work  crippled.  She  can 
go  on  as  she  is,  with  perpetual  heart-burning,  no  small 
dissatisfaction,  and  at  the  peril  of  her  spiritual  life  and 
power. 
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Would  God  have  His  Church  in  such  a  predicament  ? 
Is  it  right  for  Christian  men  to  put  her  there  ?  The 
burden  of  care,  anxietv  and  real  trouble  that  all  this 
brings  to  ministers  and  church  officers,  is  something 
that  many  people  have  very  little  idea  of.  There  are 
Christian  men  and  women  by  the  thousand,  who  find 
these  burdens  almost  too  intolerable  to  be  borne,  and 
it  is  the  distressing  choice  with  them  either  to  worry 
along  the  best  way  they  can,  with  what  are  their  most 
trying  financial  perplexities,  or  abandon  the  Church 
altogether.  How  to  raise  money  for  this  or  that 
church  enterprise,  is  what  often  brings  sleepless  nights, 
aching  heads  and  sick  hearts  to  multitudes  of  the  best 
men  and  women  alive.  These  methods  likewise  dis- 
parage the  Church  in  the  eyes  of  the  world.  Men  of 
sense,  who  are  no  professors  of  religion,  can  see  the 
discrepancy  between  people's  professed  admiration  for 
religion  and  the  difficulty  of  getting  them  to  give 
much  for  its  propagation.  This  constant  importunity 
for  money  fosters  the  impression  that  the  Church  is 
a  covetous  institution,  whose  object  is  largely  to  get 
all  the  money  it  can  out  of  people ;  and  the  church 
entertainment — at  least  oftentimes — is  seen  to  be  a 
palpable  coming  down  to  meet  the  world  a  good  deal 
on  its  own  plane,  in  order  to  get  its  money.  The 
world  is  quite  willing  the  Church  should  come  down 
to  it,  but  it  thinks  all  the  less  of  it  for  coming  down. 
The  whole  thing  is  a  failure  when  done.  All  this 
pleading,  all  these  ingenious  devices,  all  this  sacri- 
fice of  dignity  and   consistency,  result  in  a  supply 


I 


SORELY  NEENED   FOR  THE    CHURCH. 


55 


IS 

get 


of  resources  as  meagre  in  their  extent,  as  they  have 
been  unsatisfactory  in  their  acquisition.  As  the 
Church's  work  extends,  these  difficulties  will  increase ; 
the  begging  must  grow  more  urgent  and  frequent; 
the  church-shows  must  be  made  more  popular  to  meet 
the  taste  of  the  crowd,  and  the  Church's  character 
must  suffer  further  deterioration.  Must  this  indeed 
be  so?  God  forbid.  There  is  a  better  way.  The 
simple,  scriptural,  honorable  and  thoroughly  satisfac- 
tory plan  of  systematic  and  proportionate  giving  from 
Christian  principle,  would  wipe  out  all  these  difficulties 
in  an  instant,  and  place  the  Church  of  God  in  her  true 
financial  position,  and  she  never  can  be  otherwise. 

Let  every  man,  as  a  part  of  his  religion,  if  he  has  any, 
honor  God  v/ith  a  definite  proportion  of  his  means — 
say  a  tenth  at  least ;  let  this  be  a  willing  offering  to 
God — a  sacred  thing,  no  longer  his,  but  the  Lord's ;  let 
this  be  regularly  done  as  the  weeks  and  years  roll  by ; 
let  this  proportionate  giving  keep  pace  with  his  growth 
in  means,  and  let  the  whole  be  done  with  an  eye  single 
to  the  glory  of  God ;  and  you  have  the  finest  solution 
of  the  Church's  financial  problems  this  world  ever  saw 
or  ever  will  see.  Let  any  individual  congregation  or 
denomination  in  Christendom  try  this  plan,  and  they 
will  be  astonished  at  the  results.  Such  a  plan  has 
everything  in  it  in  keeping  with  common  sense,  good 
business  habits,  sound  principles,  the  nobility  of  Chris- 
tian character,  the  dignity  and  purity  of  the  Church 
of  God,  and  the  full  and  efficient  performance  of  all 
sorts  of  church  work.     Were  this  systen^  adopted,  the 
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energies  of  the  Church,  now  so  largely  diverted  to 
mere  money-making,  could  be  concentrated  on  legiti- 
mate spiritual  work.  The  incessant  pulpit-calls  for 
funds  would  be  no  longer  necessary.  The  social  gather- 
ings of  the  Church  would  be  freed  from  opprobrious 
panderings  to  the  world,  and  elevated  into  far  more 
refined  and  deeply  spiritual  occasions.  The  question 
of  raising  funds  for  any  Christian  object,  would  be 
simply  a  question  of  appropriation — simply  how  much 
of  the  Lord's  tenth  should  be  applied  to  this  or  that. 
The  financial  meeting's  of  the  Church  might  be — would 
be — seasons  of  prayerful  and  delightful  consultation 
in  regard  to  the  respective  claims  of  each  department 
of  God's  work — how  best  to  divide  and  distribute  the 
Lord's  money,  and  what  new  Christian  work  to  enter 
upon. 

The  connection,  too,  between  this  worthy  sort  of 
Christian  liberality,  and  the  spiritual  life  and  equip- 
ment of  the  Church,  is  not  so  remote  as  might  be  ima- 
gined. Generous  giving  and  a  robust  piety  are  very 
near  relations.  A  heart  opened  wide  to  gi^'e,  God  is 
sure  to  fill  with  grace  and  blessing.  When  God  would 
have  His  ancient  people  "  prove  Him  "  that  He  would 
indeed  open  the  windows  of  heaven  and  pour  them 
out  a  blessing;  that  there  should  not  be  room  enough  to 
receive  it,  their  surest  way  to  get  it  was  to  "  bring  all 
the  tithes  into  His  storehouse."  It  is  a  good  way  stiil. 
The  spirit  of  a  revival  of  religion  is  wrapped  up  in  this 
generous  Christian  beneficence,  because  it  is  the  spirit 
of  faith  and  love  and  self-sacrifice  and  consecration. 
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Who  ever  heard  of  a  Church  dying  spiritually  because 
it  gave  so  much  to  God.  Plenty  have  wastedin  spiritual 
consumption  for  years  because  they  did  not  give  half 
enough. 

If  this  scriptural,  systematic  beneficence  were  gen- 
erally adopted  in  the  churches,  there  would  be  the 
most  powerful,  wide-spread,  genuine  and  lasting  re- 
vivals of  religion  that  have  been  witnessed  for  ages. 
The  churches  keep  praying  for  the  baptism  of  the 
Holy  Ghost,  while  they  go  on  practising  their  stingy 
and  unrighteous  treatment  of  God's  cause.  Let  them 
cast  out  this  covetousness,  come  up  with  true  Christian 
generosity  to  the  help  of  the  Lord,  and  the  blessed 
Spirit,  whose  gracious  influences  are  ever  present  with 
us,  will  soon  be  poured  out  abundantly. 
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CHAPTER  X. 

LOOK  AT  THE  POOR— THE  CITY  SLUMS -THE 
LIQUOR  TRAFFIC. 

IT  is  needed  to  help  the  poor.  However  favorable 
may  be  the  conditions  of  society,  the  poor  have 
we  always  with  us.  The  fluctuations  of  trade, 
the  disasters  inseparable  from  this  mortal  life,  the  in- 
capacity of  multitudes  to  earn  their  own  bread,  the 
afflictions  of  body  and  mind  to  which  humanity  is 
ever  liable,  to  say  nothing  of  the  lack  of  foresight  and 
good  management  which  is  the  constitutional  failing 
of  many,  and  the  distress  of  others,  the  innocent  vic- 
tims of  fraud  or  of  wasteful  vices — all  combine  to 
swell  the  great  army  of  those  who  need  the  aid  of 
their  more  fortunate  fellow-men.  That  aid  it  is  one 
the  most  sacred  of  Christian  duties  to  give.  How  to 
get  this  aid  bestowed  so  that  it  will  be  timely,  wise, 
and  sufficently  large  as  to  meet  all  real  cases,  in  any 
given  community,  is  a  problem  that  has  perplexed 
and  distressed  multitudes  of  philanthropists.  The 
chiefest  difficulty  of  all — and  the  very  hardest  to 
overcome — is  the  lack  of  means.  Every  thing  else 
could  be  managed  by  the  free  use  of  good  judgmentj 
tact,  perseverance  and  combined  effort,  but  where  is 
the  money  to  come  from  ?    There  is  plenty  of  it  in 
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Christian  hands — plenty  and  to  spare  to  meet  all  the 
claims  of  true  charity — but,  as  often  as  not,  it  cannot 
be  had.  Many  rich  Christians  give  themselves  but 
little  concern  about  practical  charity.  It  is  not  in 
their  line.  They  know  very  little  about  the  condi- 
tion of  the  poor  around  them,  and  they  are  not  very 
anxious  to  know  more.  Recently  theio  was  published 
in  an  American  newspaper  the  story  of  a  poor  woman 
who,  deserted  by  her  husband,  was  driven  to  seek 
shelter  in  a  rickety  stable  where  alone,  in  the  dark- 
ness, she  gave  birth  to  a  babe.  The  article  attracted 
the  attention  of  a  gentleman  while  staying  at  a  water- 
ing place,  and  believing  that  such  a  pathetic  recital 
could  not  fail  to  arouse  sympathy,  he  clipped  it  out, 
pasted  it  on  a  sheet  of  foolscap  paper  and  putting  his 
own  name  down  for  live  dollars,  placed  the  paper  on 
the  centre  table  of  the  hotel  parlor.  Probably  fifty 
millions  of  dollars  were  represented  that  day  in  that 
hotel.  There  were  a  number  of  society  belles  with 
caramel-fed  pugs,  and  quite  a  gathering  of  dowagers, 
who  during  the  winter  devote  many  hours  a  week 
in  discussing  society  gossip  and  amusement.  The 
gentleman  congratulated  himself  on  being  thrown 
into  a  company  where  a  thousand  dollars  or  so, 
could  be  raised  in  five  minutes  without  the  owners 
feeling  it.  He  sat  down  and  watched  the  centre 
table.  In  less  than  ten  minutes  every  woman  in 
the  house  had  read  the  details  of  the  sad  story. 
This  was  the  result:  a  dozen  sneers,  half  a  dozen 
shoulder  shrugs,  but  not  a  solitary  nickel.     Nay,  not 
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even  a  kindly  word.  In  thoir  expensive  robes,  and 
with  fortunes  blazing  at  their  fair  throats  in  diamonds, 
these  women  passed  by  the  appeal  which,  of  all  others, 
draws  out  true  womanhood,  with  less  attention  than 
they  gave  to  the  yelping  of  one  of  their  lap  dogs. 
This  may  be  an  instance  of  extreme  heartlessness,  but 
if  there  were  not  nlenty  of  just  such  a  spirit,  there 
would  be  far  few^i*  unr«^lieved  miseries  araongf  the 
poor  than  there  are  to-day. 

God's  eye  has  a  special  glance  of  tenderness  for  His 
poor;  His  ear,  a  special  sensitiveness  to  their  cry. 
The  widow,  the  orphan,  the  hungry,  the  naked,  the 
forlorn,  the  destitute,  are  His  special  wards,  and  He 
has  commanded  His  richer  children,  under  penalty  of 
His  wrath,  to  supply  their  wants.  "  Whoso  hath  this 
world's  goods  and  seeth  his  brother  have  need,  and 
shutteth  up  his  bowels  of  compassion  from  him,  how 
dwelleth  the  love  of  God  in  him  ? " 

This  divinest  of  Christian  duties  would  be  done  in 
the  most  comprehensive,  intelligent,  ample  and  deliglit- 
f ul  manner,  but  for  the  curse  of  that  same  covetousness 
that  rests  like  an  incubus  on  the  heart  of  Christen- 
dom, and  palsies  its  energies  whenever  any  great  ex- 
penditure of  money  for  the  Lord  is  demanded.  The 
relief  of  the  poor  in  no  Christian  country  in  the 
world,  nor  even  in  any  large  section  of  country,  as  a 
rule,  is  attended  to  with  the  thoroughness,  system, 
generosity  and  promptitude  that  are  imperatively  re- 
quired. The  charity  that  is  practised  is  chiefly  the 
spasmodic,   intermittent   acts    of    individuals — often, 
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indeed,  very  noble  and  generous,  but  it  falls  vastly 
short  of  what  is  needed.  It  is  the  systematic  benefi- 
cence of  the  Bible  that  can  alone  overtake  this  work 
likewise.  The  Christian  tithe-fund  could  aftbrd  far 
larger  supplies  for  this  great  department  of  Christian 
work,  than  people  dream  of.  Plenty  of  that  tithe- 
fund  is  to-day  in  the  hands  of  Christians  in  the  shape 
of  millions  they  do  not  know  what  to  do  with.  They 
are  weary  waiting  for  a  first-class  chance  of  invest- 
ment. There  is  one  ready  to  their  hand,  and  best 
of  all,  one  where  the  stock  is  the  safest,  the  dividends 
highest  and  surest,  and  the  President  is  God  Himself. 
"  He  that  hath  pity  upon  the  poor,  lendeth  unto  the 
Lord ;  and  that  which  he  hath  given,  will  He  pay  him 
again." 

Systematic  Giving  is  needed  to  redeem  the  Slums  of 
Society.  Society  everywhere  has  its  residuum — human 
dregs,  that  sin  deposits  at  the  very  bottom — where 
vice  reigns  unchecked. 

It  is  the  saddest  spectacle  on  earth  to  see  poor 
humanity  so  embruted  and  be-devilled  by  sin.  There 
are  few  places  but  some  such  moral  sore  is  festering. 
Men  and  women  by  hundreds  and  thousands  are  found 
who  have  graduated  up  from  the  "  Street  Arab  "  into 
the  fur  fledged  ruffian  and  strumpet.  Almost  their 
on  means  of  subsistence  is  by  preying  on  others ; 
imost  the  •  only  pleasures  the  horrible  orgies  o£  lust. 
Wha  ^  shall  be  done  with  them  ?  There  is  only  one 
ans  \rer  that  any  Christian  can  give — lift  them  up  out 
of  their  mora!  filth  &   <l  save  them.    They  can  be  saved- 
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they  ought  to  be  saved,  and  God  holds  us  responsible 
if  they  are  not  saved.  These  are  men  and  women 
after  all.  They  have  an  immortal  nature,  which  sin 
has  sailed,  only  more  foully  than  it  has  our  own. 
They  are  bought  with  Christ's  precious  blood  as  much 
as  we ;  and  they  are  as  capable  of  experiencing  the 
saving  grace  of  God  as  any,  and  as  capable  of  being 
fitted  to  shine  in  the  Christians  glorious  crown  for 
evermore. 

It  may  suit  the  fastidious  eyes  and  noses  of  refined 
Christian  ladies  and  gentlemen  to  keep  clear  of  this 
unpleasant  crowd,  or  hand  them  over  to  the  police  to 
deal  with  them.  But  that  is  not  the  beneficent  spirit 
of  the  Gospel.  Christians  and  Christian  churches 
have  kept  too  far  off,  these  unfortunates.  There  has 
been  too  much  of  the  punctilious  and  heartless  treat- 
ment that  the  Priest  and  Levite  gave  the  poor  plun- 
dered Jew,  far  too  little  of  the  good  Samaritan's 
Ch/.'istly  beneficence.  In  no  field  has  the  Gospel  won 
greater  triumphs  than  among  just  such  as  these,  and 
nowhere  else  has  the  lustre  of  our  holy  religion  shone 
forth  with  more  beneficent  and  resplendent  beauty. 
Here  again,  the  Gospel's  beneficent  march  fails  for  want 
of  means — means  fail  for  want  of  system,  and  system 
fails  for  want  of  Christian  principles  and  Christian 
hearts.  It  is  high  time  there  was  a  revolution  in  Chris- 
tendom's ideas  of  the  nature  of  Bible-giving,  as  much 
as  in  its  ideas  of  the  urgent  needs  of  the  world.  These 
slums  need  thousands,  when  Christian  parsimony  has 
doled  out  its  dollars,     There  is  plenty  of  the  Lord's 
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money  for  this  too,  and  it  will  pay  to  use  it  freely. 
It  will  pay  in  self-benefit  were  there  nothing  else,  and 
that  is  the  case  somehow  in  all  we  do  for  God.  These 
slums  are  perilous  things.  Society  may  sleep  in  fancied 
security,  but  it  is  being  undermined.  It  might  be  well 
to  enquire  if  there  is  not  some  danger  to  a  man's  house, 
if  boxes  of  dynamite  are  hid  away  in  his  cellar? 
While  his  parlor  might  be  well  supplied  with  tapestry, 
and  his  pantry  full  of  good  cheer,  and  his  bed  soft  and 
downy,  yet  an  explosion  might  occur  some  day.  So 
the  slums  might  report  themselves  some  day.  When 
the  conflagration  rages,  when  the  big  strike  is  on 
hand,  when  the  popular  tumult  has  arisen,  or  when  they 
find  it  to  their  interest  to  make  one,  then  you  will 
find  these  terrible  beings  swarming  forth  from  their 
burrows  into  mischief  of  every  kind.  It  is  but  their 
harvest-day.  What  care  they  now  for  any  man ;  for 
who  ever  cared  for  them  ? 

Had  half  the  property  these  wretches  will  destroy 
on  one  such  occasion,  been  used  in  trying  to  save  them, 
it  might  have  been  the  best  paying  investment  that 
Christian  society  ever  made. 

It  is  needed  for  the  overthrow  of  the  Liquor  Tragic. 
This  Christian  beneficence  antagonizes  that  traflSc  com- 
pletely. It  is  the  spirit  of  self-denial,  of  wise  and 
honest  expenditure,  generous  and  brotherly  giving, 
helpful  sympathy,  and  God-honoring  charity  arrayed 
against  the  reign  of  lust,  reckless  extravagance,  un- 
mixed selfishness,  the  most  inhuqaan  cruelty,  and 
blasphemous  defiance  of  Go<^. 
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The  hostility  between  the  two  is  utterly  irreconcil- 
able, they  have  sworn  to  destroy  each  other;  one  or 
other  must  perish  in  the  fight. 

There  is  no  need  to  preach  giving  to  the  drinking 
world.  Millions  of  money  come  freely  without  being 
asked.  And  where  does  all. this  money  for  drink  come 
from  ?  As  a  rule,  from  the  people  who  give  little  or 
nothing  to  religious,  charitable  or  philanthropic  objects. 
They  say  they  cannot  afford  to  give  to  such  things. 
That  is  correct,  they  give  so  much  to  the  devil  that 
they  have  nothing  left  to  give  to  the  Lord.  A  man 
cannot  spend  his  dollars  by  the  score  and  hundred 
over  the  whiskey-bar,  and  in  drunken  debaucheries, 
and  have  much  left  for  God.  The  Lord's  tenth  goes 
to  swell  the  blood-money  in  the  saloon-keeper's  till. 
The  Christian  world  to- day  is  drinking  up  the  Lord's 
tenth.  Some  fourteen  hundred  millions  are  spent  on 
drink  by  England,  the  United  States  and  Canada 
every  year.  That  is  more  than  a  tenth  of  the  entire 
annual  income  of  these  countries.  By  all  that  is  just, 
and  righteous,  and  honorable,  that  tenth  belongs  to 
God ;  but  it  is  swindled  over  by  this  mammoth  ex- 
travagance into  Satan's  damnation- trap — the  drink 
traffic.  While  that  burning  blot  stays  unwiped  from 
the  face  of  Christendom,  let  men  talk  less  hypocrisy 
about  their  loyalty  to  Christ's  holy  religion,  and  less 
falsehood  about  their  inability  to  give  generously  for 
its  spread  over  the  world. 

What  is  the  secret  footing  on  which  this  iniquitous 
traffic  plants  its  feet  so  firmly?     It  is  the  power  of 
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Govetousness.  Extravagance  and  covetousness  are,  after 
all,  but  twin  sister  vices.  Their  very  extremes  are 
not  much  apart.  Here  they  meet  and  flow  together 
in  deadliest  unison.  Why  do  people  by  the  hundred 
thousand  so  desperately  persist  in  pursuing  this  dread- 
ful trade  ?  Everybody  knows  that  it  is  a  bad  thing. 
Its  superlative  villainy  is  stamped  on  its  forehead. 
There  is  not  a  whiskey  distiller  but  knows  well 
enough  that  he  is  a  "  poisoner-general "  of  the  com- 
munity. There  is  not  a  saloon-keeper  or  bar-tender 
but  is  as  well  aware  of  the  damnable  nature  of  the 
business,  as  any  temperance  lecturer.  The  men  en- 
cjaojed  in  this  traflic  don't  need  to  descend  to  the  bot- 
tomless  pit  to  know  something  of  hell — they  have  a 
pretty  strong  taste  of  it  every  day.  You  can  tell 
liquor  dealers  nothing  of  the  boundless  wickedness  of 
their  business — they  know  far  more  about  it  than  you. 
Then  why  do  they  fight  so  desperately  to  keep  it  up? 
Because  they  can  make  plenty  of  money  by  it  Out  of 
the  seven  hundred  millions  of  dollars  the  retail  liquor 
dealers  in  the  United  States  take  in  each  year,  they 
make  four  hundred  millions  for  themselves !  Men 
will  do  anv  amount  of  the  Devil's  dirtiest  work  on 
earth  for  four  hundred  millions  of  dollars.  Why  do 
not  the  Christian  people  of  the  world  wipe  out  this 
patent  villainy  as  they  would  a  nest  of  vipers  ?  Why  ? 
Because  plenty  of  them  are  partners  in  the  concern. 
Here  the  politician  can  get  votes  for  parliament — the 
government,  a  large  share  of  its  revenue — the  farmer, 
a  market  for  his  produce — the  builder,  rent  for  his 
13 
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house;  and  multitudes,  all  sort  of  favors  the  power- 
ful whiskey-ocracy  may  condescend  to  give.  That  is 
the  reason  why  the  temperance  reform  has  had  such 
long  and  doubtful  struggles — has  gained  its  victories 
only  by  inches,  and  with  such  appalling  difficulties  all 
along.  The  spirit  of  an  enlightened  and  wide-spread 
Christian  beneficence  is  the  most  effectual  axe  to  strike 
at  the  root  of  all  this  unprincipled  and  inhuman  self- 
ishness and  greed.  The  man  who  is  a  high-souled, 
Bible-taught  Christian  tithe-giver  needs  little  educa- 
tion on  the  temperance  question — he  has  it  already. 
All  he  needs  is  to  practise  effectually  the  grand  princi- 
ples of  beneficence  he  has  learned,  and  he  will  do  his 
part  in  compassing  the  death  of  this  trade. 

Do  we  then  not  stand  in  some  need  of  a  reform  of 
even  this  Temperance  Reform,  a  reform  in  its  basal 
principles  and  practices,  and  in  its  forerunning  condi- 
tions of  assured  success  ?  Why  not  in  future  place 
this  principle  of  systematic  Christian  beneficence  as  a 
solid,  unde  'lying  plank  of  that  platform  by  which  this 
gresbt  moral  reform  is  to  be  sustained  and  carried  to 
victory  ?  If  Christian  temperance  men  and  women 
accept  and  practise  this  principle,  it  will  broaden  their 
views  of  the  whole  question  on  the  humanitarian  as 
well  as  Divine  side,  it  will  release  them  from  many  a 
temptation  to  compromise  with  the  enemy,  it  will  em- 
bolden them  to  a  more  magnanimous  advocacy  of 
the  cause,  it  will  equip  them  to  deal  with  these  hosts 
of  trimmers,  who,  though  professed  temperance  people, 
are,  for  one  selfish  advantage  or  another,  giving  aid 


LOOK    AT   THE   POOR. 


67 


place 
as  a 
this 
ed  to 
omen 
their 
lan  as 
any  a 
U  em- 
\i   of 


and  comfort  to  the  enemy,  and  it  will  supply  a 
wonderfully  larger  sum  of  money  to  carry  on  the  war, 
than  has  ever  yet  been  forthcoming.  What  cause  of 
such  magnitude  and  importance  has  ever  been  treated 
with  such  unutterable  stinginess?  Temperance  people 
far  too  often  have  shown  their  liberality  chiefly  in 
talk,  but  they  have  taken  good  care  to  keep  their 
pockets  well  buttoned  up.  The  Temperance  cause  has 
been  starved  to  ghastly  attenuation  by  the  disgrace- 
ful parsimony  of  its  professed  admirers.  The  liquor 
dealers  think  little  of  raising  vast  sums  to  defend  their 
side  of  the  question,  and  recently,  in  one  instance, 
have  actually  formed  a  fund  amounting  to  twenty-Jive 
millions  of  dollars  to  fight  the  Temperance  movement. 
That  sum  or  more,  could  be  easily  got  by  the  Christian 
temperance  people  of  the  world,  were  they  tithe-givers, 
as  they  all  should  be.  This  is  a  work  of  God  as  much 
as  any,  its  claims  are  as  sacred  as  any,  and  its  supply 
of  means  ought  to  be  as  liberal  as  that  of  any.  It  is 
simply  a  question  of  systematic  Christian  giving  or 
the  want  of  it.  With  the  former,  there  is  abundance 
of  money  for  this,  and  every  other  department  of 
Christian  work,  with  the  latter,  it  will  and  must  go  on, 
eking  out  a  starved  and  imbecile  existence. 
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SOME  TREMENDOUS  SOCIAL  PROBLEMS. 

LOOK  at  the  communism,  socialism,  nihilism  of  the 
age.  What  is  the  underlying  cause  of  these 
deep,  social  volcanic  fires  ?  What,  but  that  sum  and 
substance  of  all  evil — selfishness.  You  say  selfi?»hness 
is  the  potent  lever  that  chiefly  moves  the  masses  in 
these  tremendous  social  upheavings,  that  stirs  the 
Nihilist  to  tear  down  all  authority  in  State  and 
Church,  that  he  himself  may  climb  on  the  ruins,  to 
power  and  wealth ;  that  it  fires  the  Communist  and 
Socialist  to  level  down  all  distinctions  into  a  common 
plane,  all  that  he  may  the  better  erect  his  own  castle 
of  selfish  prosperity.  Very  much  truth  may  be  in  all 
this. 

It  is  easy  to  denounce  vigorously  the  rude  methods 
of  the  mob,  the  ignorance  that  leads  men  to  accept 
false  theories  of  social  economy,  the  blindness  that 
leads  them  to  follow  cunning  and  unscrupulous  leaders, 
the  covetousness  that  incites  them  to  claim  what  is 
not  their  own,  and  the  violence  and  dastardly  methods 
to  which  they  often  resort,  in  order  to  accomplish  their 
designs.  But  some  of  the  righteous  wrath  against  all 
this  selfishness  might  well  be  directed  against  the 
very  same  evil  in  other  quarters.      What  about  the 
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trampling  of  a  hundred  millions  of  men  under  a 
despotism  as  cruel  and  relentless  as  any  in  the  Dark 
Ages?  Why  should  all  rights  centre  in  the  hands  of  a 
greedy  Czar,  and  scarce  any  in  the  subjects  of  his  im- 
mense empire  ?  What  mean  those  vast  standing  armies 
of  Europs  ?  Millions  of  men,  men  in  the  flower  of 
their  age,  men  sorely  needed  in  all  the  walks  of  indus- 
try and  in  all  the  relations  of  life,  at  the  bidding  of 
their  masters,  are  taken  from  the  very  life-work  of  the 
nations,  and  turned  into  bull  dogs  of  war.  Their  only 
business  is  to  cut  each  other's  throats,  at  the  word  of 
command.  They  have  no  other  will  than  that  of  their 
rulers.  And  what  is  that  will  ?  Often  the  acme  of 
towering  ambition,  unprincipled  rascality,  and  un- 
blushing covetousness  and  greed.  These  armies  are 
mostly  ponderous  machines,  through  which  the  most 
cruel  selfishness  works  out  its  deadly  aims. 

Let  us  for  a  few  moments  look  at  the  cost  of 
all  this !  "  Since  January  1st,  1800,  the  nations  of 
Christendom  have  indulged  in  some  forty-seven 
great  wars.  The  sacrifices  in  money  on  the  altar 
of  these  wars,  may  be  roughly  estimated  at  one 
hundred  and  thirtij  thousand  millions  of  dollars.  A 
sum  which  may  be  pronounced  in  two  seconds,  though 
a  freight  train  transporting  it  in  gold,  in  American 
box  cars  of  the  average  size,  would  be  twenty-two 
miles  long !  With  that  money  we  might  have  built 
double- track  railroads  from  Halifax  to  Valparaiso, 
from  Paris  to  Pekin,  from  Cape  Town  to  Stockholm. 
We  might  have  bridged  or  undertunnelled  the  English 


10 


THE  GIFTS  OF  THE   ROYAL   FAMILY. 


Channel,  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar,  the  Kattegat,  and 
the  Hellespont,  the  Mississippi  at  New  Orleans,  and 
the  Amazon  at  Para.  We  mij^ht  have  drained  the 
Zuyder  Zee  and  the  Florida  swamps,  covered  the  hills 
of  Asia  Minor  with  cedars  and  the  Lybian  desert  with 
palm  trees,  converted  Greece  and  Persia  into  garden- 
lands  and  Timbuctoo  into  a  seaport  town,  and  have 
money  enough  left  to  celebrate  the  birth  of  a  new  era 
by  a  grand  international  thanksgiving  day."  And 
these  inconceivably  large  sums  have  been  wrung  from 
the  toiling  masses,  distracted  as  they  have  been,  and 
are,  with  a  thousand  miseries.  In  all  these  countries 
there  are  people,  by  the  million,  often  on  the  verge  of 
starvation,  living  in  houses  scarcely  fit  to  shelter  a 
dog,  clothed  in  rags,  with  scarcely  a  shred  of  any 
earthly  comfort,  and  sunken,  they  and  their  children, 
deep  in  the  densest  ignorance  and  utter  spiritual  dark- 
ness, with  hardly  a  solitary  ray  of  hope  of  any 
amelioration  of  their  sad  condition,  for  either  this 
world  or  the  next. 

And  yet  these  are  Christian  nations,  professing  to 
believe  in  and  follow  Him  whose  sublime  maxim  is, 
"  Thou  shalt  love  thy  neighbor  as  thyself."  What 
wonder  if  men  looking  with  both  eyes  on  such  glar- 
ing inconsistencies  and  maddened  with  accumulated 
and  piercing  wrongs,  and  seeing  scarce  any  hope  of 
relief,  should  confound  Christianity  itself  with  these 
accursed  accesories,  and  blindly  strive  to  involve  our 
whole  Christian  civilization  in  a  common  destruction  ? 

Let  these  Christian  nations  cease  all  this  insatiable 
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covetousness  and  unrighteous  ambition.  Let  the  func- 
tion of  true  Christian  government  return  speedily  to 
its  proper  channel,  namely,  to  look  well  after  the  best 
interests  of  the  people,  instead  of  enslaving  and  rob- 
bing them.  Let  these  tremendous  energies  of  mind 
and  money  which  have  brought  to  the  highest  scientific 
perfection  the  arts  of  diplomatic  lying  and  military 
murder,  see  what  they  can  do  in  future  in  developing 
peaceful  arts,  scattering  ignorance,  clothing  the  naked 
and  feeding  the  poor,  and  helping  to  rear  up  nationali- 
ties noble,  enlightened  and  free.  If  this,  which  is 
simply  the  beneficence  of  the  Bible  flowing  in  one  of 
its  great  channels,  does  not  banish  these  dark  and  ill- 
omened  spectres  of  Nihilism,  Socialism,  and  the  like, 
then  nothinjj  else  ever  will. 

Akin  to  this  is  the  great  Labor  Problem  of  the  age. 

That  I  iblem  has  swollen  into  colossal  importance, 
and  is  likely  to  grow  a  good  deal  bigger  yet.  Such 
things  never  come  of  nothingr.  Is  there  not  a  cause  ? 
There  certainly  is ;  and  go  down  deep  enough,  and  the 
old,  bitter  root  of  selfish  greed  is  laid  bare,  whence 
sprang  these  great  branches  of  tribulation  that  are 
overshadowing  the  world.  It  is  neither  by  monster 
combinations,  strikes,  and  methods  of  brute  force,  on 
the  one  hand ;  nor  by  mere  money-power,  backed  by 
the  machinery  of  law,  on  the  other,  that  this  prob- 
lem will  ever  be  solved.  It  can  only  be  solved  by 
righting  what  is  assuredly  wrong,  and  that  will  never 
be  done  except  by  practising  the  unselfish  and  gener- 
ous requirements  of  the  Christian  faith.     There  is  one 
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sword  that,  at  a  stroke,  can  cut  this  Gordian  knot ;  it 
is  the  mighty  principle  of  benevolence  of  Jesus  Christ. 

"As  ye  would  that  men  should  do  to  you,  do  ye  also 
to  them  likewise."  Capitalists  and  employers,  as  a 
rule,  have  not  worked  too  much  on  that  line.  The 
gap  between  the  employer  and  his  "  hands,"  is  usually 
immense.  He  knows  little  of  them,  and  cares  less, 
except  as  his  business  instruments  in  making  money. 
According  as  they  are  serviceable  to  him  in  this  capa- 
city he  values  them  ;  in  any  other,  they  are  to  him  of 
little  or  no  account.  Self  often  swallows  up  everything. 
They  may  have  long  hours,  aching  heads,  weary  bodies; 
their  homes  may  be  comfortless,  their  lives  dreary, 
their  struggles  hard;  they  may  hunger  for  sj'mpathy^ 
and  for  moral  and  spiritual  help — man's  sorest  need  of 
all;  but  the  great  man  comes  from  his  mansion  to  his 
office,  and  returns  again  day  by  day,  knowing  no  more 
of  all  this,  and  caring  about  as  little,  as  if  they  were 
the  residents  of  the  Soudan.  Why  should  he  ?  It  is 
money  he  is  after.  That  is  the  superlative  aim  of  his 
establishment.  Philanthropy,  unselfishness,  generosity, 
beneficence,  are  impertinences  there ;  he  is  a  business 
man.  And  so,  these  employees  watch  his  growth  in 
wealth  and  luxury,  and  all  the  indulgences  that  money 
can  buy,  while  their  hard  and  often  poorly-requited 
toil  continues  its  old  tread-mill  round  through  the 
weary  years. 

Is  it  a  wonder  that  people  can  scarcely  rest  content 
with  all  this  ? — that  they  ask — nay,  combine  to  de- 
mand— some  more  liberal  share  in  the  good  things 
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that  are  goin^if,  and  which  they  fancy  they  have  had  a 
considerable  hand  in  producinjif  ?  Nay,  is  it  very  won- 
derhil  that  men  accustomed  for  years  and  years,  to 
little  else  than  the  hard,  soulless,  greedy  exactions  of 
men  of  money,  and  feeling  oftentimes  the  keen  bite  of 
poverty  and  even  want,  should  be  driven  at  times  into 
wild  excesses  and  lawless  violence  ? 

There  are  capitalists  and  employers  who  refuse  to 
work  by  such  barbarous  methods.  They  have  sense 
enough,  and  large-heartedness  enough,  and  Christian 
principle  enough,  to  see  its  wicked  selfishness  and  its 
perilous  folly.  They  regard  their  toilers  as  fellow-men 
and  women,  as  fellow-workers,  and  as  fellow-stewards 
accountable  to  the  Gieat  Master  and  Proprietor  of  all. 
They  share  with  them  their  sympathy,  mutual  respect 
and  confidence — they  share  with  them  too  the  profits 
and  advantages  of  their  business ;  and  they  share  with 
them  too,  the  higher  good  that  can  be  got  out  of  money 
in  increased  intelligence,  social  elevation,  moral  and 
religious  advantages ;  and  above  all  they  care  for  their 
souls'  welfare,  with  that  true  brotherly  interest  which 
every  Christian  is  bound  to  feel  for  his  fellow-man. 

Where  all  this  is  practised,  the  likelihood  of  strikes 
and  labor  combinations,  and  violent  labor  agitations  is 
small  indeed.  Such  is  but  the  underlying  principle  of 
that  intelligent,  systematic  Christian  beneficence  we 
are  advocating,  and  it  is  as  indispensable  to  the  work- 
ingman  as  to  his  employer.  The  workingman  is  apt 
to  forget  the  fearful  strain  on  a  man  that  the  manage- 
ment of  an  extensive  business  involves.     He  too,  has 
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his  loads  of  care  often  well  nigh  crushing.  He  too, 
has  his  sleepless  nights  and  anxious  days.  He  has  to 
steer  the  whole  concern  through  a  thousand  financial 
perils,  and  on  his  success  depend  the  bread  and  butter 
of  perhaps  five  hundred  families.  He  has  money, 
but  he  may  have  worked  very  hard  and  very  honestly 
to  gain  it.  He  has  had  to  make  the  best  of  himself  to 
win  the  place  he  fills,  what,  perhaps  not  one  in  fifty 
of  his  employees  ever  attempted.  The  laboring  man 
may  look  with  envious  eyes  on  lucrative  positions  he 
could  not  fill  for  five  minutes.  He  may  totally  exag- 
gerate the  cash  value  of  what  work  he  can  do.  He 
may  be  negligent,  remiss,  inefficient.  He  may  run  to 
seed  on  the  vexed  question  of  short  hours  and  large 
pay,  while  he  takes  small  pains  to  gain  the  highest 
skill,  and  be  the  most  reliable  and  efficient  workman. 
He  may  be  as  utterly  reckless  of  his  employer's  interests 
as  his  employer  is  careless  of  his.  He  may  resort  to 
all  sorts  of  mean  dodges  to  get  the  most  pay  for  the 
least  work.  He  may  by  his  carelessness,  laziness  or 
dishonorable  trickery,  help  to  tear  his  employer's  busi- 
ness to  pieces  and  sinlj:  him  into  utter  insolvency. 
These  things  are  impossible  to  men  ruled  by  the  right- 
eous, brotherly  and  generous  principles  of  Christian 
beneficence.  That  beneficence  is,  in  fact,  the  only 
balance-wheel  that  can  adjust  the  relations  of  labor 
and  capital,  and  until  it  is  applied,  in  vain  do  we  look 
for  the  end  of  the  strugforle  between  the  two,  which 
gathers  wrath,  and  force,  and  peril  to  society  every 
month. 
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It .  18  Needed  to  Checkmate  hUideUtj/. — Tliere  is 
plenty  of  infidelity  yet,  and  what  is  the  secret 
of  this  infidelity  all  alon^?  the  ages  ?  Next  to  the 
natural  hostility  of  the  carnal  mind  to  all  Divine 
restraints,  the  inconsistent,  self-contradictory  forms 
of  Christianity  that  have  existed  in  the  world,  have 
perhaps  been  the  chief  cause.  Who  need  wonder  at 
French  infidelity?  or  at  infidelity  in  any  thoroughly 
Romish  country?  When  men  of  quick  intelligence 
and  some  independence  of  mind,  are  called  on  to 
choose  between  a  monstrous  farrago  of  lies,  childish 
superstitions  and  oriental  despotism,  called  by  the 
name  of  Christianity,  and  the  negation  of  all  religion, 
small  wonder  they  choose  the  latter.  Romanism  has 
grossly  misrepresented  the  religion  of  Christ  in  every 
age  and  country  where  it  has  existed,  and  is  answer- 
able for  a  tremendous  share  of  the  scepticism  now 
in  the  world.  But  there  are  other  misrepresentations 
of  Christ's  religion  as  well  as  Romanism.  Illiberal, 
stingy,  covetousness  wherever  found  is  likewise  a 
powerful  factor  in  the  making  of  infidels.  Sceptics 
point  with  vigorous  and  triumphant  air  to  a  hun- 
dred glaring  evils  in  Christian  lands,  which  could,  and 
would  be  remedied,  if  Christians  did  but  half  their 
duty.  Their  infidel  talk  would  turn  instantly  into  the 
veriest  drivel,  but  for  these  incontrovertible  inconsis- 
tencies. 

It  is  not  by  learned  treatises  on  Christian  evidence 
that  the  mouths  of  these  men  are  to  be  stopped.  The 
life  of  one  John  Howard  is  a  more  unanswerable  argu- 
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merit  for  Christianity,  than  the  elaborate  logic  of  a 
dozen  books.  Christ's  own  life  and  character  is  a 
fortress  of  impregnable  evidence  for  His  religion  that 
has  successfully  defied  the  attack  of  the  infidel  crowd 
in  every  age  of  the  past,  and  will,  in  every  age  yet  to 
come.  If  the  scepticism  of  this  age  is  to  be  battered 
to  pieces,  it  can  only  be  done  by  arguments  in  the 
form  of  new  and  grander  developments  of  the  love 
and  charity,  the  self-sacrifice  and  generosity  of  the  old 
faith. 

It  is  essential,  likeiuise,  for  the  preservation  of  our 
Sabbath. 

"The  Sabbath  was  made  for  man."  It  is  indispen- 
sable to  his  well-being  ;  he  needs  it  for  physical  and 
mental  rest,  for  the  elevation  and  enlargement  of  his 
mind,  for  the  culture  of  his  moral  being,  for  the  as- 
suagement of  his  griefs,  for  right  education  in  all 
earthly  duties,  for  communion  with  God,  and  prepara- 
tion for  heaven.  If  there  is  any  institution  of  Chris- 
tianity that  should  be  left  untouched — even  by  the 
hand  of  moral  vandalism  itself — it  is  this,  so  vital  is 
it  to  human  health,  happiness,  and  safety.  He  who 
would  deprive  a  people  of  this  blessed  boon,  or  even  par- 
tially deprive  them,  is  a  moral  highwayman,  not  much 
better  than  his  coarser  brother,  who  holds  the  revolver 
in  his  hand,  and  has  murder  in  his  eye.  This  has 
always  been  a  shining  mark  for  covetousness.  How 
to  cheat  the  working  man  out  of  his  Sabbath,  and  get 
out  of  him  seven  days'  work  for  six  days'  pay,  has 
been    the   accursed   study  of  ages   and    generations. 
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There  is  not  a  Christian  nation  in  the  world  but  is 
deeply  guilty  of  this  iniquity.  Not  one  of  them  to- 
day but  whose  greed  of  gold  is  playing  frightful 
havoc  with  this  Magna  Charta  of  Christian  freedom. 
All  the  arts  of  trickery,  hypocrisy,  falsehood  and  fraud 
that  can  be  thought  of,  are  made  to  do  service  in  cov- 
ering the  real  desiojns  of  these  covetous  enemies  of  the 
Lord's  Day. 

There  are  plenty  of  people  who  don't  care  a  rush 
what  becomes  of  the  poor  tired  toilers  or  of  society  it- 
self, to  say  nothing  of  the  slighted  claims  of  God,  if 
they  can  only  make  money.  These  men  are  found,  too, 
in  pretty  high  places.  Look  at  the  great  railway 
companies.  How  much  respect  do  they  pay  the  Sab- 
bath day  ?  Not  much.  The  railway  Sabbath  too 
often  differs  little  from  any  othei"  day.  The  statute 
laws  are  evaded  under  one  pretext  or  another,  and 
thousands  of  their  employees  have  to  work  that  day 
just  the  same  as  any  other.  Money  must  be  made, 
and  they  are  resolved  it  ehall  be.  Sabbath  or  no  Sab- 
bath. What  right  have  ihei-ti  noble  public  servants 
to  be  thus  robbed  of  theii  sorely  needed  day  of  rest  ? 
If  there  is  any  toil  that  is  the  severest  of  the  severe,  it 
is  theirs.  If  any  human  hand,  and  muscle,  and  brain, 
and  nerve,  and  heart  require  the  periodic  weekly  rest, 
it  is  surely  theirs.  Is  it  not  barbarous  to  keep  those 
men  in  their  soiled  garments,  weary  and  worn,  away 
from  the  bosom  of  their  families,  away  from  the  house 
of  God,  away  from  those  blessed  means  of  grace  which 
help  us  to  prepare  for  the  eternal  world — that  eter- 
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nity,  into  which  they  are  so  liable  to  be  hurried  any 
moment  ?  Ifc  is  nothing  short  of  a  terrible  crime — a 
crime  whose  wide-spread  and  continual  commission  is 
telling  disastrously  on  the  rising  generation,  is  loosen- 
ing all  the  salutary  restraints  of  morality,  is  prepar- 
ing the  way  for  national  degeneracy,  and,  if  not 
checked,  for  ultimate  national  ruin.  This  gigantic 
evil  can  only  be  effectually  met  on  its  own  ground. 
Its  vile  root,  the  unprincipled  greed  of  gain,  only 
finds  a  complete  antidote  in  the  unselfish  and  gener- 
ous spirit  of  true  Christian  beneficence.  There  is  no 
other  cure.  Let  that  lofty  spirit  be  deeply  imbibed 
and  vigorously  practised  by  Christian  communities, 
and  the  Sabbath  will  be  guarded,  cost  what  it  will  in 
efibrt  and  money,  in  compelling  railway  companies, 
and  other  transgressors,  to  keep  their  place. 
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CHAPTER  XIL 


IT  IS  NEEDED  FOR  OUR  COUNTRY'S  SAKE. 


HIGHLY  as  we  are  favored  in  this  Dominion,  yet 
we  have  moral  and  spiritual  needs,  that  nothing 
but  the  largest  and  best  kind  of  Christian  beneficence 
can  meet. 

Look  down  east.  In  the  Province  of  Quebec  we 
have  a  > .  ndition  of  thinfjs  that  ou^ht  to  awaken  the 
deepest  ij  mpathy  of  Christian  statesmen,  philanthro- 
pists and  Evangelical  Churches.  In  this  century  of 
Christian  light  and  liberty,  the  average  Frenchman 
there  exists  in  all  but  the  gloom  and  tyranny  of  the 
Mediaeval  Ages.  The  Pope  rules  in  Quebec  far  more 
despotically  than  he  does  in  Rome,  or  scarce  any  other 
country  on  the  globe.  There  is  probably  not  a  Iioman 
Catholic  country  in  the  world  where  Popery  is  more 
completely  the  State  Church,  where  it  more  tyran- 
nically monopolizes  everything  than  in  this  province 
of  a  Protestant  Empire.  Jesuits,  who  have  been  driven 
from  every  Roman  Catholic  country  in  the  world,  can 
here  find  the  snuggest  of  harbors  and  the  most  abun- 
dant of  privileges. 

In  a  country  teeming  with  Bibles,  here  are  a  people, 
to  whom  it  is  a  mortal  sin  to  read  that  Book  of  God. 
In  a  country  blessed  with  the  freest   institutions  and 
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the  utmost  civil  and  religious  liberty,  here  are  a  peo- 
ple whose  liberties  are  pretty  much  summed  up  in  one 
thing — abject  submission  to  the  priesthood — and  that 
priesthood  one  of  the  greediest  and  most  unscrupulous 
on  the  face  of  the  earth.  Between  the  utter  repres- 
sion of  their  whole  manhood,  the  ecclesiastical  embarofo 
laid  upon  every  species  of  industry,  the  cruel  exactions 
of  this  voracious  and  insatiable  Church,  and  the  almost 
omnipotent  grip  with  which  it  holds  them  down  in 
ignorance  and  superstition — the  poor  French  habitant 
is  probably,  of  all  men  on  this  continent,  the  most  to 
be  pitied.  And  yet  it  is  but  little  of  that  he  gets  from 
many  professors  of  Evangelical  Protestantism.  They 
seem  somehow  to  think  that  Romanism  has  a  sort  of 
patent  right  to  do  what  it  pleases  with  these  people. 
These  Romish  oppressions  awaken  but  little  of  their 
sympathies,  if  they  even  believe  half  the  tales  of 
wrong  that  are  constantly  coming  to  their  ears. 

With  the  exception  of  the  noble  efforts  of  a  few, 
very  little  has  ever  been  done  by  the  Protestant 
Christians  of  this  land  for  the  evangelization  of  their 
French -Canadian  countrvmen.  A  handful  of  brave 
men  and  women — and  they  had  need  to  be  the  bravest 
of  the  brave — have  done  and  suffered  much  for  Christ's 
cause  in  that  Province ;  they  have  toiled  on  with  but 
little  co-operation  and  scanty  aid,  and  encompassed 
with  difficulties,  the  like  of  which  are  hardly  to  be 
met  with  in  any  mission-field  the  world  over. 

Surely  all  this  ought  not  to  continue.  The  French- 
men of  Eastern  Canada  are  our  fellow  countrymen. 
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they  are  redeemed  by  the  same  blessed  Saviour,  in- 
heritors of  the  same  precious  promises  as  we,  entitled 
to  all  the  blessings  of  Christ's  pure  religion,  and  all  the 
comforts  and  joys  and  hopes  of  His  Salvation.  They 
have  in  them  the  elements  of  a  noble  citizenship,  they 
may  be  most  valuable  factors  in  the  rearing  of  our 
grand  Christian  nationality.  They  deserve  at  our  hands 
all  the  help  we  can  give  in  their  disenthrallment  from 
this  fearful  spiritual  bondage,  and  their  elevation  to 
the  high  privileges  of  the  true  sons  and  daughters  of 
God. 

The  lethargy,  the  stinginess,  the  selfishness,  that 
would  leave  this  vast  mass  of  Canadians  to  their  sad 
fate,  is  an  unprincipled  and  unchristian  thing,  for  which 
we  must  answer  at  the  dreadful  bar  of  God. 

It  is  needed  for  Home  Missions. — Very  much  of 
the  evangelization  of  our  country  is  being  conducted 
on  Home  Mission  fields.  The  ordinary  home  mis- 
sionary and  his  work  make  no  great  show  in  even  tiie 
records  of  missionary  toil. 

If  a  man  or  woman  sails  for  India,  Africa  or  Japan, 
they  go  with  a  sort  of  halo  of  Christian  heroism 
around  them,  which  marks  them  for  large  Christian 
sympathies,  and  no  small  edat  That  is  all  well 
enough,  but  there  are  scores  of  men  and  women  hid 
away  in  the  obscure  corners  of  our  country  just  as 
noble,  as  heroic,  and  as  self-sacrificing  and,  in  their 
sphere,  doing  as  grand  a  work  as  any  foreign  mis- 
sionary. 

These  men  an>d  women,  and  their  work,  often  get 
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but  a  small  modicum  of  the  appreciation  they  deserve. 
Their  work  is  often  rough  and  hard,  their  surround- 
ings, with  little  that  is  congenial  to  refined  tastes,  their 
salaries  often  meagre  in  the  extreme,,  and  their  isola- 
tion almost  as  complete  as  if  in  a  foreign  land.  They 
spend  their  lives  in  obscurity,  neglect  and  poverty, 
finding  a  Christly  joy  and  reward  in  their  abounding 
labors  for  the  poor  and  the  ignorant  and  the  wicked. 
But  such  workers  are  rapidly  turning  hundreds  of 
moral  wastes  into  fruitful  spiritual  gardens,  and  are 
weaving  into  the  web  of  our  national  character  and 
life  the  most  precious  and  imperishable  elements  of 
good. 

It  is  time  that  these  yeomen  toilers  of  the  Church 
received  a  larger  share  of  its  liveliest  sympathy,  a  good 
many  more  of  the  honors  it  may  have  to  give,  and  an 
immense  deal  more  of  the  Lord's  money,  of  which  they 
have  been  unjustly  deprived  of  far  too  long. 

Their  salaries  ought  to  be  made  reasonable  and 
decent,  their  numbers  vastly  increased,  and  their  work 
eniarged  in  manifold  degree  ;  a  need  which  even  this 
Christian  country  cannot  afford  to  leave  unsupplied. 

It  is  needed  for  the  North- West. — The  period  of 
pioneer  settlement  in  Canada  is  not  a  thing  of  the 
past.     It  is  in  fact  scarce  more  than  well  begun. 

The  vast  stretches  of  Western  prairie,  as  well  as 
the  immense  regions  of  unoccupied  territory  eastward, 
invite,  and  will,  for  long  to  come,  the  adventurous  and 
enterprising  settler.  The  pioneer  everywhere  needs  to 
be  a  most  resolute,  self-reliant  and  persevering  char- 
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acter.  But  for  the  first  few  years  he  requires  help. 
The  great  North-West  of  Canada  will  be  abundantly 
able  to  help  itself  by  and  by.  But  its  need  of  help 
presses  just  now.  If  that  great  regioi  is  to  be  worth 
anything,  its  prosperity  must  be  built  on  a  Christian 
foundation.  Education,  law,  order,  good  morals,  and  a 
vigorous  type  of  evangelical  relig'on,  must  preside 
authoritatively  over  its  developir.-jnt.  And  now  is  the 
time  to  establish  firmly  these  great  Ijulwarks  of  Chris- 
tian civilization.  It  would  be  a  fatal  mistake  to  wait 
until  the  heavier  flow  of  emigration  passes  into  that 
land.  Christian  institutions  of  the  best  type  and  on 
the  broadest  foundations,  must  be  there  to  receive  that 
larger  emigration  when  it  comes.  This  means  at  the 
present  time,  the  wisest  planning,  the  most  adventur- 
ous Christian  enterprize,  the  boldest  faith,  the  greatest 
self-sacrifice  and  the  most  generous  giving  from  the 
older  provinces.  Something  of  all  this  has  been  al- 
ready done,  and  is  being  done,  by  the  Churches  ;  but  if 
that  land  of  promise  is  to  be  conquered  and  held  firmly 
for  Christ,  then  Evangelical  Protestantism  has  got  to 
throw  itself  into  the  work  with  a  consecration  and  a 
far-sighted  wisdom  and  a  liberal  expenditure  enor- 
mously ahead  of  anything  yet  attempted.  If  a  twen- 
tieth of  the  headlong  enthusiasm  and  lavish  outlay  of 
money,  that  marked  the  speculating  mania  out  there  a 
few  years  ago,  were  now  devoted  to  Christ's  cause  in 
that  rogion,  the  thing  would  be  done.  And  surely  if 
there  is  an  atom  of  truth  in  the  Christian  faith,  and 
in  our  professions  of  it,  it  is  equally  important  to  take 
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and  hold  that  wondrous  territory  for  Jesus,  as  it  was 
or  is,  to  secure  eligible  city  lots  or  promising  sections 
of  land. 

Then  there  is  the  difficult  Indian  Pvohlein  to  deal 
with. 

What  is  to  be  done  with  the  Indians  of  this  country  ? 
The  answer  is  not  far  to  seek.  Christianize  and  edu- 
cate them.  These  poor  children  of  the  forest  have 
claims  upon  us  peculiarly  their  own.  We  have  dis- 
placed them  as  the  lords  of  the  soil.  Their  magnifi- 
cent hunting-grounds  have  become  our  fat  pastures 
and  rich  harvest  fields ;  their  majestic  wilderness,  our 
beautiful  and  happy  home.  It  is  easy  for  us  to  follow 
the  steady  instincts  of  civilized  life,  the  results  of 
many  ages  of  habit  and  culture.  It  is  not  so  easy 
for  Indians,  whose  ancestors  from  time  immemorial, 
have  led  the  wild,  but  exhilarating  life  of  a  bird  of  the 
air  or  beast  of  the  forest,  to  drop  down  at  once  into 
the  dull  monotony  of  European  labor. 

The  white  man's  treatment  of  the^lndian,  with  some 
signal  exceptions,  has  been  little  to  his  credit.  It  has 
been,  in  fact,  far  too  much  a  villainous  combination  of 
wilful  ignorance,  abominable  swindling,  and  cruel 
oppression.  While  we  in  Canada  have  been  far  more 
honorable  and  Christian  in  this  respect  than  our  neigh- 
bors to  the  south  of  us,  yet  we  have  never  done  half 
our  duty  by  the  Indian  yet.  We  owe  them  all  the 
blessings  of  Christian  civilization,  and  freedom,  as  far 
as  possible,  from  all  its  curses.  .Nothing  that  ever 
came  in  the  red  man's  way  has  equalled  in  hellish  malig- 
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nity  the  white  man's  "  fire-water."  That  omnipotent 
curse  of  the  Saxon  race  has  decimated  and  demoralized 
him  more  than  all  his  internecine  wars,  his  small-pox, 
or  even  his  cruellest  rites  of  superstition.  We  owe  it 
to  the  poor  Indian  that  he  shall  not  be  murdered  and 
extinguished  by  this  infernal  thing. 

The  Christian  religion  has  already  amply  proved 
itself  to  be  the  Indian's  greatest  blessing.  Thousands 
of  them  have  experienced  its  saving  power.  They 
have  been  lifted  from  their  depravity,  filled  with  com- 
fort, light  and  joy,  and  have  shown  the  reality  of  their 
change  by  pure  lives  and  triumphant  death.s.  The 
experiment  of  teaching  and  civilizing  the  Indian  has 
hitherto  been  the  most  successful,  only  when  preceded 
by  his  conversion.  Bring  them  to  Jesus  first,  and 
teach  them  civilized  arts  after.  That  has  been  done, 
and  succeeded  wonderfully  well.  It  can  be  done  again, 
and  ought  to  be  done  on  the  largest  scale,  with  the 
most  unflajQfginjj  zeal,  and  no  matter  what  the  cost. 
Such  treatment  would  have  saved  our  neighbors  their 
numerous  expensive  and  disgraceful  Indian  wars. 
Such  treatment,  even  on  the  liroited  scale  it  has  been 
tried  in  Canada,  lias  saved  us  from  all  Indian  wars  up 
to  the  last  Riel  Rebellion ;  and  even  then,  it  was  the 
chief,  if  not  the  only,  cause  that  prevented  a  general 
Indian  rising.  Not  a  solitary  Protestant  Indian  was 
actively  implicated  in  that  Rebellion.  If  the  Christian 
people  of  this  Dominion  are  wise  to  learn  from  the 
severe  but  instructive  experience  of  the  past,  they  will 
in  future  regard  the  Indian  with  far  deeper  Christian 
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interest,  and  cheerfully  expend  vastly  more  of  the 
Lord's  money  for  his  evangelization. 

It  is'  needed  in  View  of  the  PerilH  of  Emigration. — 
Emij];ration  is  one  of  the  greatest  hopes  of  this  coun- 
try. It  may  likewise  be  one  of  our  greatest  fears. 
The  quantity  of  emigration  is  a  great  factor  in  our 
growth  and  prosperity,  but  the  quality  counts  for  a 
good  deal  too.  This  is  a  free  country,  open  to  all. 
The  good  will  always  be  welcome,  but  it  is  not  so  easy 
to  exclude  the  bad.  There  is  nothing  to  prevent  our 
country  being  made  the  dumping-ground  of  the  very 
worst  of  Europe's  populations.  We  may  have  a  descent 
upon  us  of  hordes  of  European  barbarians  as  danger- 
ous as  the  Huns  of  Attila  were  to  the  Roman  Empire. 
Whether  our  Christian  civilization  is  to  be  buttressed 
with  additional  strength  by  emigration,  or  torn  to 
pieces,  is  a  question  with  which  the  character  of  the 
emigrants  will  have  considerable  to  do.  The  only  safe 
course  for  us  is  to  nourish  our  Christian  institutions 
into  such  colossal  strength  as  to  be  able  to  resist  the 
most  violent  shocks  that  may  come.  Our  Christian 
civilization  must  be  made  so  vigorous  and  pervasive 
that  it  cannot  be  absorbed  by  foreign  barbarians,  how- 
ever numerous,  but  it  can  ever  transform  and  absorb 
them.  That  means  the  speedy  expenditure  of  toil, 
zeal,  money,  on  an  immensely  greater  scale  than  in  the 
past,  or  is  being  now  attempted. 

It  is  needed  for  the  Future  of  this  Country. — 
We  are  but  laying  the  foundations  of  Empire.  And 
in  this  wondrous  land  there  is  plenty  of  material  to 
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build  with.  Here  is  halt*  a  continent,  equal  in  area  to 
the  whole  of  Europe,  washed  with  the  world's  two 
greatest  oceans — the  oceans  of  commerce — ribbed  with 
the  most  majestic  mountains,  arteried  through  with  a 
lake  and  river  system  unparalleled  on  the  globe.  Its 
provinces  are  vast  kingdoms,  much  of  its  soil  the 
richest  under  heaven  ;  its  fisheries  the  most  prolific  of 
the  seas,  its  mines  of  coal  and  iron,  of  silver  and  gold, 
inexhaustible.  Here  is  a  climate  that  looks  upon  you 
in  summer  with  the  sun  of  Italy,  in  winter  with  the 
bracing  rigor  of  Russia.  Here  you  have  scenery  that 
ranges  from  the  soft  landscape  of  England,  to  the 
Alpine  grandeur  of  Switzerland.  Here  is  everything 
to  make  a  maritime  nation  of  the  very  first  order,  the 
most  extended  sea-board,  the  finely  harbors,  the  best 
material  for  ship-building,  and  the  most  immediate  use 
for  the  ships,  when  they  are  built.  Here  is  a  field  for 
agriculture,  manufacture,  trade,  commerce,  which  is 
practically  without  limit.  Here  is  the  poor  man's 
chance.  Here  he  may  rise  from  the  lowest  round  of 
the  ladder  to  the  highest  place  of  wealth  and  power. 
Five  millions,  a  population  about  equal  to  the  City  of 
London,  possess  this  vast  country,  a  country  with  all 
the  natural  capabilities  to  support  five  liundred  mil- 
lions of  human  beings.  Perhaps  never  has  God  given 
such  a  splendid  heritage  to  so  small  a  fraction  of  the 
human  race.  Not  for  nothing  did  He  permit  the 
white  Caucasian  to  dispossess  the  dusky  denizen  of 
the  forest.  Not  for  nothing,  either,  did  He  supersede 
all  over  North  America  the  rule  of  the  French  Celt 
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by  the  rule  of  the  British  Saxon.  When  the  dying 
Wolfe,  on  the  blood-stained  heights  of  Abraham, uttered 
the  triumphant  cry,  "They  run,"  there  were  fleeing 
away  far  more  than  the  discomfited  warriors  of 
Montcahn.  French  dominion  and  Popish  supremacy 
were  failing  in  that  hour  before  British  freedom  and 
Protestant  ascendancy  over  half  of  North  America. 
What  shall  the  future  of  this  country  be?  Shall 
Romanism — that  sworn  foe  to  all  liberty  of  the  human 
understanding,  to  all  rights  of  the  royal  sons  and 
daughters  of  God — shall  it  climb  once  more  to  supre- 
macy in  this  land  ?  Shall  its  profound  cunning,  sinis- 
ter plots,  brazen  impudence  and  overriding  violence 
prove  successful  through  the  apathy  of  false  Protes- 
tantism, the  truculence  of  politicians,  or  the  cowardly 
sellishness  that  would  sell  the  most  priceless  of  liberties 
for  the  paltriest    f  gains  ? 

Shall  the  arena  of  our  politics  be  the  battle-ground 
where  partyism,  extravagance  and  corruption  shall 
struggle  for  mastery,  or  be  the  elevation,  on  which  the 
hi::hest  Christian  statesmanship  shall  perform  its  illus- 
trious exploits  ?  Shall  the  liquor  traffic  be  permitted 
,to  drown  the  prospects  of  the  land  in  a  quagmire  of 
infamy,  corruption  and  ruin  ?  Shall  modern  infidelity, 
with  its  pompous  mysticism  and  icy  negations,  sweep 
with  the  chill  of  moral  death  the  rising  intellect  of  this 
land  ?  Shall  loose  morals  unfasten  our  anchorage  to 
the  sure  teachings  of  Divine  truth,  and  send  our 
national  ship  drifting  on  the  rocks  and  sands  of  un- 
godliness ? 
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Or  shall  the  foundations  of  this  young  nation 
be  laid  strong  and  well  in  righteousness — that 
righteousness  which  alone  exalteth  a  nation  ?  Shall 
the  equitable,  the  pure,  the  ennobling,  the  immutable 
principles  of  the  Christian  faith  assert  omnipotent 
dominion  in  cur  halls  of  legislation,  courts  of  law, 
marts  of  commerce,  in  every  trade,  profession  and  busi- 
ness, in  all  our  institutions,  in  every  phase  of  society, 
and  in  all  the  walks  of  life  ?  Shall  we  rise  on  such  iirm 
foundations  to  vast  national  development,  to  enormous 
wealth,  to  a  population  numbered  by  scores  of  millions, 
to  intelligence  abreast  or  ahead  of  the  world,  to  high 
moral  excellence,  the  admiration  of  mankind,  and  to  a 
stability  which  can  defy  the  shock  of  revolutions  and 
the  lapse  of  time  ?  These  questions  that  tremble  under 
the  weight  of  ponderous  possibilities,  all  find  answer 
in  the  greater  question.  Shall  we  be  a  thoroughly 
Christian  nation  ?  And  that  again  largely  finds  its 
answer  in  the  momentous  enquiry.  Shall  the  Cana- 
dians of  to-day,  be  a  people  distinguished  by  the  broad, 
noble,  wise  and  generous  beneficence  of  the  Book  of 
God? 
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CHAPTER  XIII. 

THE  GREAT  DEAD  SEA  OF  HUMANITY. 

WE  should  take  no  pessimistic  view  of  the  world's 
moral  condition,  neither  should  we  shut  our 
eyes  to  the  true  facts  as  they  are. 

There  are  about  fourteen  hundred  and  thirty  mil- 
lions of  human  beings  now  in  the  world.  Of  these, 
there  are  only  some  four  hundred  and  thirty  millions 
that  can  be  reckoned  in  any  sense,  or  in  any  form, 
as  Christians.  The  remainder — one  thousand  millions 
— are  heathens,  Mohammedans  and  Jews.  The  most 
startling  fact  in  this  is,  that  there  are  now  some  two 
hundred  millions  of  heathens  and  Mohammedans 
more,  than  there  were  a  hundred  years  ago.  There 
are  about  three  millions  of  converts  which  all  the 
Protestant  missionary  societies  of  the  world  claim  as 
the  present  adherents  of  the  Christian  Church.  That 
is,  that  heathenism  and  Mohammedanism  have  dis- 
tanced the  united  missionary  efforts  of  Christendom 
in  the  race  of  the  hundred  years,  by  one  hundred  and 
ninety -seven  miUions  of  souls. 

It  is  thought  by  some  that  the  missionary  labors  of 
Hindus  and  Mohammedans  in  central  Africa,  among 
the  aboriginal  hill  tribes  of  India,  in  Java,  and*  the 
adjacent  Isles  and  in  other  lands,  are  winning  more 
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converts  to  those  systems,  than  are  being  won  by  all 
the  Christian  missions  the  world  over. 

The  African  explorer,  Stanley,  relates  that  in  his 
journey  of  7,000  miles  from  Zanzibar,  he  saw  neither 
Christian  disciple  nor  one  who  had  heard  of  the 
gospel  of  Jesus.  "  Map  the  continent  of  Africa  into 
squares  of  two  degrees  each — comprising  700  squares 
in  all.  Cut  off  100  for  desert  and  the  lakes,  and  de- 
duct also  those  from  which  there  is  no  crying  need  of 
missionaries,  and  those  in  which  even  a  single  mission- 
ary is  working,  as  well  as  all  the  land  through  which 
a  missionary  has  once  passed,  there  would  be  still  500 
squares  left  in  which  the  message  of  salvation  has 
never  been  heard.  Each  of  these  squares  represents  a 
dense  population  covering  15,000  square  miles.  In 
other  words,  one  hundred  and  fort3"-two  millions  in 
Africa  have  never  yet  heard  of  Christ." 

A  missionary  recently  said :  "  In  China,  a  year  ago, 
— I  don't  know  if  it  is  changed  now — you  might  run 
a  swath  1000  miles  wide  and  1300  miles  long,  through 
the  densest  population  in  the  world,  and  cut  down  but 
a  single  missionary."  In  India,  which  is  considered 
an  occupied  field,  a  returned  missionary  stated  a  short 
time  since,  he  knew  of  a  district  containing  five  mil- 
lions of  souls — a  population  equal  to  that  of  the  whole 
Dominion — without  a  solitary  Christian  missionary. 
The  world,  as  a  whole,  is  in  darkness,  although  the 
light  of  Christ,  the  Sun  of  Righteousness,  has  come 
for  near  nineteen  hundred  years.  The  centuries  have 
rolled  their  many  weary  rounds  since  the  Son  of  God 


if  f' 

i 

1 

r 

m 

;     ) 
f 

. 

^ 

4 

u  ■ 

t 

92 


THE  GIFTS  OF  THE   ROYAL  FAMILY. 


trod  this  earth  and  hung  suspended  on  the  tree,  a  sacri- 
fice for  its  sin,  but  this  nineteenth  century  still  sees 
Satan  regnant  over  the  vast  majority  of  the  human 
race. 

Christ's  religion  alone  is  fitted  to  enlighten,  and 
purify,  and  save  mankind.  The  non-Christian  faiths 
of  the  world  must  forever  leave  the  great  dead  sea  of 
human  depravity  and  wretchedness  unhealed. 

Whatever  shreds  of  ethical  truth  may  be  interwoven 
more  or  less  largely  in  all  these  systems,  yet,  in  the 
main,  they  are  the  religions  of  superstition,  of  lust,  of 
violence.  They  but  reflect  human  nature  in  its 
degeneracy,  and  Satanic  power  in  its  ascendency. 

It  is  a  far  more  terrible  thing  to  be  a  heathen  tlian 
most  Christians  are  capable  of  imagining.  "  Contrast 
the  social  life  of  these  millions  of  the  heathen  with 
your  own.  You  have  schools  for  the  culture  of  morals 
and  intellect;  they  have  none.  You  have  skilled 
physicians  to  attend  you  when  stricken  with  disease ; 
they  have  none,  save  a  few  who  are  sent  out  as  mis- 
sionaries. You  have  a  Christian  literature  which  fos- 
ters purity  and  stimulates  the  love  of  truth  ;  but  their 
literature  reeks  with  the  very  sediment  of  vileness. 
You  have  the  Christian  Church,  with  its  holy  Book,  its 
sacred  day,  its  inspiring  services ;  they,  the  Pagan 
temple,  with  its  senseless  idols,  its  low  and  revolting 
ceremonies,  presided  over  by  sensual  priests  and  priest- 
esses. You  have  Christian  homes  full  of  comfort  and 
blessing ;  their  homes  abound  in  degradation  and 
misery.    You  care  for  your  infant  girls  with  motherly 
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love  and  tenderness  ;  in  China,  little  girls  are  sold  in 
the  cities  like  chattels,  and  generally  for  the  vilest 
purposes.  You  educate  your  young  women  and  pre- 
pare them  for  every  possible  sphere  of  usefulness ;  but 
in  Japan,  the  father  frequently  compels  the  grown-up 
daughter  to  enter  upon  a  life  of  shame  and  misery, 
that  he  may  derive  profit  from  her  debauchery  and 
ruin.  You  decorate  the  walls  of  your  homes  with 
paintings  and  precious  souvenirs ;  but  the  king  of 
Dahomy  a  few  years  since,  slaughtered  6000  captives 
that  he  might  ornament  the  walls  of  his  palace  with 
their  heads." 

In  all  non-Christian  lands  woman's  condition  is 
deplorable.  In  Africa  she  is  a  beast  of  burden ;  in 
Mohammedan  countries,  a  slave  of  lust ;  in  heathen 
nations,  a  creature  treated  with  the  utmost  contempt, 
and  considered  hardly  worth  rearing  from  infancy.  A 
missionary  lady  in  China  states  that  she  knew  of  one 
hundred  mothers,  who  had  destroyed  one  hundred  and 
fifty-eight  female  children ;  of  forty  others,  who  had 
destroyed  seventy-eight ;  of  six,  who  had  destroyed 
eleven.  The  census  of  the  north-west  provinces  of 
India  showed  in  1881,  280,790  married  girls  under 
nine  years  of  age,  and  over  a  million,  between  the  ages 
of  ten  and  fourteen.  Those  early  marriages  mean  for 
those  females,  secluded  confinement,  dense  ignorance, 
stunted  growth,  impossibility  of  mental  or  moral 
training,  and  often  child-widowhood,  the  prohibition 
of  re-marriage,  and,  till  lately,  the  terrible  "  Suttee," 
or  widow-burning.     Of  124,000,000  femal«.s  in  India, 
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according  to  the  Government  census  in  1881,  there 
were  21,000,000  widows,  600,000  of  whom  were  mere 
children.  And  out  o^  the  entire  female  population  of 
India,  only  70,000  were  able  to  read  and  write.  Black 
as  is  the  picture  of  heathen  misery,  it  is  sad  to  think 
that  so-called  Christians,  have  made  it  blacker  still. 
The  sublime  mission  of  Christians  has  been  to  allevi- 
ate all  this  heathen  wretchedness,  but  the  dreadful 
impeachment  lies  against  Christian  nations,  that  they 
have  made  them  worse.  One  of  the  greatest  crimes 
of  humanity,  and  one  of  the  most  obstinate  obstruc- 
tions to  the  spread  of  the  Gospel,  has  been  the  selfish 
and  inhuman  iniquities  of  professed  Christians  in 
their  treatment  of  the  heathen. 

The  very  ships  that  have  carried  our  missionaries 
and  our  Bibles,  have  been  heavily  freighted  with  bales 
of  opium  and  barrels  of  rum. 

With  one  hand  we  have  offered  them  life  and  salva- 
tion, with  the  other,  the  deepest  damnation.  Where 
we  have  sent  them  one  pure  sample  of  a  Christian  in 
the  missionary,  we  have  sent  them  fifty  of  our  bap- 
tized heathens  in  the  shape  of  drunken  soldiers  and 
sailors,  or  swindling  traders,  people  far  more  wicked 
than  themselves. 

A  Christian  total  abstainer  in  Mohammedan  coun- 
tries, is  almost  certain  to  call  forth  the  exclamation, 
"  What !  you  a  Christian,  and  don't  drink  ? "  They 
have  come  to  believe  that  it  is  a  part  of  the  Christian's 
religion  to  get  drunk.  Mr.  W.  S.  Caine,  an  English 
M.P.,  who  returned  not  long  ago  from  Egypt,  says : 
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"When  we  went  to  Egypt,  we  were  going  to  establish 
the  civil,  moral  and  Christian  influences  of  our  country 
on  the  banks  of  the  Nile.  What  we  have  done,  has 
been  to  establish  an  enormous  number  of  grog  shops 
and  houses  of  ill-fame. 

"In  Cairo,  with  its  population  of  400,000,  mostly 
Mohammedan,  we  found  between  400  and  500  public 
houses  opened  for  the  use  of  the  army  of  occupation. 
We  were  thus  introducinor  drunkenness  into  an  abstain- 
ing  country,  for  the  Mohammedan  religion  prohibited 
the  use  of  alcoholic  liquors,  and  the  Copts  were  not 
yet  addicted  to  the  vice. 

"The  capitulations  forced  upon  the  Egyptian  Govern- 
ment by  the  Europeans  prevented  it  from  prohibiting 
the  traffic,  though  the  authorities  were  anxious  to  do 
so." 

Africa,  from  time  immemorial,  has  been  the  Christian 
hunting-ground  for  slaves.  It  is  only  in  the  present 
generation,  that  Christian  England  and  Christian 
America  have  prohibited  slavery.  "  One  of  the  causes 
of  the  late  French -Malagasy  war,  was  the  refusal  of 
the  Queen  of  Madagascar  to  wink  at  the  foreign 
slave  trade.  That  trade  has  now  been  re-opened. 
Many  thousands  of  the  poor  natives  of  Mada- 
gascar have  been  carried  off,  and  not  one  has  been 
known  to  return.  The  slaves  cost  the  French  about 
$25  each,  and  they  are  sold  for  six  or  seven  times 
as  much."  The  British  and  American  rum  trade  has 
cursed  Africa  even  more  than  ever  the  slave  trade  did. 
Rev.  James  Johnson,  native  pastor  of  Lagos,  says  : 
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"Into  this  small  island,  Europe  exports  every  year  an 
average  of  1,200,000  f^allons  of  rum.  It  is  the  vilest 
manufacture  under  the  sun.  It  is  so  bad,  that  the 
lowest  European  trader  on  the  coast  would  never 
drink  it  himself.  Negroes  have  survived  the  evils  of 
the  slave  trade,  cruel  as  they  were,  but  they  have  no 
power  to  withstand  the  terrible  evils  of  drink." 

Mr.  Joseph  Thompson,  a  distinguished  writer  and 
traveller  in  Africa,  says  :  "  For  every  African  who  is 
influenced  for  good  by  Christianity,  a  thousand  are 
driven  into  deeper  degradation  by  the  gin  trade.  The 
extent  of  the  influence  between  a  native  viliasfe  and 
the  European  merchant,  is  only  too  often  gauged  by 
the  size  of  its  pyramid  of  gin  bottles." 

"  What  is  said  of  Africa  might  be  said  with  equal 
truth  of  Hindostan,  of  Burmah,  of  Ceylon,  of  parts  of 
China  to  which  we  have  access,  of  the  North  Ameri- 
can Indians,  of  the  aborigines  of  New  Zealand  and  of 
many  other  lands." 

In  a  recent  addres.s,  the  Pundita  Ramabai,  told 
how  the  people  of  her  country  were  ruined  by  drink 
from  Christian  lands.  She  said  the  Hindoos  judge 
Christianity  by  its  fruits,  and  regarding  the  drink 
traffic  as  one  of  its  fruits,  reject  it  on  that  account. 
"  Why  not,"  she  asked,  "  why  not  send  missionaries  to 
the  English  parliament  to  convert  its  members  ? " 

In  the  eloquent  words  of  Archdeacon  Farrar :  "  We 
have  girdled  the  world  with  a  zone  of  drunkenness. 
The  footsteps  of  the  Aryan  races,  as  they  have  tra- 
versed the  continents  in  their  careers  of  commerce  or 


THE   GREAT  DEAD  SEA   OF   HUMANITY. 


07 


of  conquest,  have  too  often  been  footsteps  dyed  in 
blood.  Christians— they  who  bore  that  name— have 
sent  to  savage  races,  now  the  Jesuit  and  the  oppressor 
now  the  blood  hound  and  the  Inquisitor,  now  the  fire- 
water and  the  pestilence,  now  the  flash  of  the  firelock 
and  the  fetter  of  the  slave.  It  is  time,  it  is  more  than 
time,  that  we  should  show  them  that  our  true  mis- 
sion is  not  to  destroy  their  bodies  but  to  save  their 
souls." 
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THE  WORLD'S  CONQUEST  FOR  CHRIST. 

IT  is  surely  a  stupendous  work  to  conquer  the  world 
for  Christ.  But  the  moral  and  spiritual  forces 
for  the  purpose  are  abundantly  ade«]uate  to  the  task. 
We  have  the  Bible — that  oldest,  that  most  redoubtable 
of  warriors.  "  No  fragment  of  any  army  ever  sur- 
vived so  many  battles  as  the  Bible  ;  no  citadel  ever 
withstood  so  many  sieges ;  no  rocks  were  ever  battered 
by  so  many  hurricanes  ;  and  yet  it  stands.  While 
nations,  kings,  philosophers,  systems,  institutions,  have 
died  away,  the  Bible  survives.  It  engages  now  men's 
deepest  thoughts ;  is  examined  by  the  keenest  intell- 
ects ;  stands  revered  before  the  highest  tribunals  ;  is 
more  read  and  sifted  and  debated,  more  devoutly  loved 
and  vehemently  assailed,  and  more  triumphantly  de- 
fended ;  more  industriously  translated  and  more  freely 
given  to  the  world,  than  any  other  book  the  world 
ever  saw.  It  survives  all  changes,  itself  unchanged ; 
it  moves  all  minds,  yet  is  moved  by  none  ;  it  sees  all 
things  decay,  itself  incorruptible ;  it  sees  myriads  of 
other  books  engulfed  in  the  stream  of  time,  yet  it  is 
borne  along,  and  will,  till  the  mystic  angel  shall  plant 
his  foot  on  sea  and  on  land,  and  swear  by  Him  that 
liveth  for  ever,  that  time  shall  be  no  longer."     Ther^ 
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is  moral  dynamic  power  in  that  Book,  sufficient  to 
annihilate  every  other  religion  in  the  world. 

The  Christian  religion  is  pre-eminently  the  religion 
of  humanity.  It  sounds  the  depths  of  the  human 
heart.  It  solves  the  most  profound  and  tremendous 
problems  of  our  spiritual  nature.  It  adjusts  with  even 
balance  all  human  relationships.  It  applies  healing 
balm  to  all  human  griefs.  It  meets  the  soul  etjually 
in  its  humblest  endeavors,  and  in  its  most  in  'estic 
soarings.  It  is  the  apprehended  philosophy  cl  the 
child;  it  is  the  limitless  field  where  geniu>  can  ^nd 
amplest  scope  to  revel.  It  is  the  opening  of  the  m.  ntai 
eye,  to  see  i., .  worlds  on  worlds  of  truth  and  beauty; 
it  is  th  '  opening  of  the  heart,  to  the  thrill  ot  heavenly 
purity  and  joy.  It  is  the  religion  of  all  time  and  place 
and  state,  of  all  ages  and  generations,  of  all  lands  and 
climes,  of  all  conditions  of  men,  and  of  all  necessities 
that  mankind  can  ever  know.  Other  religions  may 
possess  some  partial  and  transitory  elements  of  adap- 
tation, but  this  alone  can  be  the  world's  cosmopolitan 
and  abiding  faith.  Its  very  nature  is  imperiously  de- 
itructive  to  all  other  systems,  just  as  truth  is  necessarily 
destructive  of  falsehood.  It  glories  in  its  mission,  the 
merciless  overthrow  of  all  things  false,  and  mean,  and 
vile,  and  hurtful,  that  disgrace  and  distress  the  world 
— the  erection  on  their  ruins  of  all  that  is  true,  and 
beautiful,  and  good. 

Such  a  religion  has  within  it  the  elements  of  su- 
premacy; "  it  is  the  power  of  God  unto  salvation,  unto 
«very  one  that  believeth." 
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Its  methods  of  propagation  are  as  wise  and  eiSicient 
as  it  is  itself.  The  "  foolishness  of  preaching "  is 
simply  the  wisdom  of  God.  Carnal  weapons  can 
never  make  conquest  of  the  soul.  The  flashing  scime- 
tar,  the  clanking  chain,  the  gloomy  dungeon,  the 
martyr-fires,  are  powerless  forces  with  which  to  sub- 
due the  vast  spiritual  domain  of  our  immortal  nature. 
It  takes  a  spiritual  armament  to  do  that.  The  under- 
standing, the  conscience,  the  will,  the  affections,  can 
only  be  captured  effectively  by  the  power  of  truth. 
The  preaching  of  the  Gospel  is,  therefore,  the  most 
potent  battery  with  which  to  attack  the  evils  of  the 
world  ;  it  is  "  mighty  to  the  pulling  down  of  the  strong- 
holds "  of  sin. 

We  have  the  interceding  Saviour  to  count  on  in 
this  struggle.  He,  whose  love  for  us  led  Him  all  the 
way  from  Bethlehem's  manger  to  Calvary's  Cross,  has 
not  ceased  in  Heaven  to  interest  Himself  in  this  world's 
emancipation  from  evil.  He  pleads  for  us  still ;  and 
even  the  feeblest  Christian  warrior  may  go  forth  with 
joy,  assured  from  Christ's  own  lips,  "  Lo,  I  am  with 
you  alway."  That  soul  and  Christ,  make  a  majority 
against  the  world. 

The  Holy  Spirit  is  also  everywher-^  on  this  battle- 
field. The  contest  is  peculiarly  one  between  the  ever- 
blessed  Spirit  of  God  and  the  accursed  spirit  of  Satan. 
The  victory  is  as  sure  as  that  truth  must  ultimately 
prevail  over  error,  right  over  wrong,  God  over  the 
Devil.  To  effect  the  world's  spiritual  conquest  God  is 
pleased  to  use  human  agency — the  labors  of  Christian 
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men  and  women,  and  the  gifts  of  Christian  gold. 
Plenty  of  both  one  and  the  other  could,  and  ought  to 
be  supplied  for  the  purpose. 

Is  there  Christian  money  enough  to  evangelize  the 
world  ?  Let  us  see.  We  begin  with  our  own  country. 
The  total  income  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  Dominion 
can  scarcely  fall  much  short  of  five  hundred  wMliona  of 
dollars  a  year.  That  estimate  puts  it  at  a  considerably 
less  figure,  man  for  man,  than  in  the  United  States. 
The  tenth  of  this  would  be  tifty  millions  a  year — just 
about  what  our  liquor  bill  costs  us.  We  strike  off  a 
hundred  millions  for  the  Roman  Catholic  element,  and 
a  hundred  more,  as  possibly  our  estimate  might  be  a 
little  too  high.  Our  Christian  tenth  is  still  thirty 
millions  of  dollars  a  year. 

Call  it  twenty-Jive — ^just  half  what  we  pay  for 
liquor,  saying  nothing  of  tobacco  and  fifty  other  follies 
we  feel  quite  able  to  spend  lots  of  money  on,  without  a 
murmur.  Twentv-hve  millions  a  year  for  Christ! 
That  is  about  j^ve  times  as  much  as  we  yearly  raise  for 
all  the  Protestant  churches,  ministers'  salaries,  Sun- 
days chools,  and  all  other  philanthrophic  and  chari- 
table purposes  in  the  entire  Dominion.  That  the  total 
does  not  greatly  exceed  five  millions  annually  is 
pretty  clear  from  the  fact  that  the  sum  raised  by  the 
two  strongest  Protestant  Churches — the  Methodist  and 
Presbyterian — is  only  some  three  millions  and  a 
quarter  a  year.  Twenty-five  millions  a  year  would 
be,  at  least,  a  respectable  fund  of  the  Lord's  money. 
How  it  would  be  expended  would  be  for  God's  people 
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themselves  to  say.  They  could,  if  they  chose,  just 
double  the  outlay  on  the  work  of  God  at  home.  For 
every  dollar  now  available  for  evangelizing  our  own 
Dominion,  and  for  all  sorts  of  Christian  charities,  we 
should  then  have  two — and  we  need  not  a  cent  less. 
After  spending  ten  millions  of  dollars  a  year  on  our 
own  country,  instead  of  five,  we  would  have  fifteen 
Tnillions  left  to  help  to  spread  the  Gospel  in  foreign 
lands.  With  that  sum  we  could  send  out  five  hundred 
missionaries  at  a  cost  of  two  thousand  dollars  each  for 
equipment  and  salary.  We  could  build,  and  maintain  for 
the  year,  two  missionary  ships  at  a  cost  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  dollars  apiece.  We  could  aid  in  erect- 
ing one  hundred  churches,  making  a  grant  to  each  of 
five  thousand  dollars.  We  could  allow  half  a  million 
dollars  each  for  the  establishment  of  ten  Christian  col- 
leges, in  some  or  other  of  the  heathen  countries.  We 
could  place  there  likewise  forty  Christian  high  schools, 
and  give  each  one  of  them  fifty  thousand  dollars.  We 
could  afford  six  thousand  dollars  each  towards  the 
establishing  of  fifty  Christian  newspapers,  and  after 
all,  have  one  million  four  hundred  thousand  dollars  left 
for  Bible  circulation,  to  give  to  the  poor,  and  for  other 
miscellaneous  Christian  work.  All  this  could  be  done 
with  one  year's  missionary  contributions  from  Canada 
— -and  would  he  done,  did  the  Christians  of  Canada 
practice  even  a  fair  share  of  the  systematic  and  gener- 
ous beneficence  required  in  that  Book,  they  all  profess 
to  believe  is  the  voice  of  the  Great  Jehovah. 

Take  the  two  great  Anglo-Saxon  nations,  England 
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and  America,  the  two  that  owe  more  to  evangelical 
Christianity  than  any  other.  Their  united  income  is 
twelve  thousand  millions  of  dollars  a  year.  The  tenth 
of  that,  would  be  twelve  hundred  millions,  less  by  a 
couple  of  hundred  millions,  than  these  two  Christian 
countries  spend  every  year  on  drink.  Call  it  a  thou- 
sand millions  for  the  Lord's  share.  A  people  who 
gjave  that  much  to  God,  He  would  show  them  how  to 
spend  it  to  the  best  advantage.  But  suppose  each 
nation  expended  two  hundred  millions  a  year  on  its 
own  Christian  work — a  sum  much  more  than  twice 
what  they  expend  now — that  would  leave  six  hundred 
millions  to  be  employd  in  evangelizing  the  rest  of 'the 
world.  Call  it  Jive  hundred.  Five  hundred  millions 
for  Christian  missions !  That  would  be  five  dollars 
to  help  to  save  the  heathen,  out  of  every  hundred 
and  twenty  dollars  the  Lord  pours  into  the  lap  of 
these  people  year  by  year !  Five  out  of  every  hun- 
dred and  twenty.  Is  that  too  much  ?  Fourteen  out  of 
every  hundred  and  twenty  goes  for  liquor,  to  say 
nothing  about  tobacco,  and  all  sorts  of  other  extrava- 
gances. What  would  five  hundred  millions  do  to  help 
to  save  the  world  ? 

It  would  send  out  to  all  parts  of  the  world,  twenty 
thousand  Christian  missionaries  at  a  cost  of  two  thou- 
sand dollars  each.  It  would  aid  in  the  erection  of  that 
many  churches,  and  make  a  grant  of  five  thousand 
dollars  to  each.  It  would  establish  one  hundred  Chris* 
tian  colleges  at  half  a  million  apiece.  It  would  like- 
wise allow  fifty  thousand  dollars  for  every  one  of  the 
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thousand  Chiistian  high  schools  that  might  be  started. 
It  would  build,  equip  and  maintain  fifty  missionary 
ships,  at  a  cost  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars  each.  It  would  start  twenty  thousand  Chris- 
tian day  schools,  and  allow  them  each  two  thousand 
dollars  for  the  year,  also  one  hundred  thousand  Sab- 
bath-schools, and  help  them  every  one  to  the  extent  of 
three  hundred  dollars.  It  would  subsidize  fifteen 
hundred  Christian  newspapers  with  ten  thousand  dol- 
lars apiece.  It  would  help  to  support  ten  thousand 
Christian  colporteurs,  giving  to  each  five  hundred  dol- 
lars, it  would  flood  heathendom  with  fifty  millions 
of  Christian  books  and  publications,  averaging  fifty 
cents  each.  After  all  that  was  done,  it  would  leave 
one  hundred  mil'ions  of  dollars  to  build  hospitals  for 
the  sick  and  the  poor,  and  sustain  a  great  variety  of 
Christian  charities ;  and  after  all  leave  between  thirty 
and  fortv  millions  for  miscellaneous  Christian  work 
not  otherwise  provided  for !  All  this  would  be  but  a 
single  year's  work  of  only  two  of  the  Christian  nations 
of  the  world.  Can  these  nations  look  into  the  face 
of  that  generous  God,  who  has  given  them  all  they 
have,  and  say  they  cannot  do  this  ?  And  if  they  can, 
and  ought,  but  won't,  must  they  not  answer  for  it  at 
the  dreadful  bar  of  God  ?  England — Christian  Eng- 
land— out  of  every  five  thousand  dollars  the  great 
Giver  bestows  upon  her,  generously  (?)  hands  out  six 
dollars  and  a  half  for  the  salvation  of  the  heathen ; 
and  yet  no  other  Christian  people  give  as  liberally  to 
Christian  missions  as  that ! 
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At  this  rate  of  giving,  how  many  hundred  thousand 
years  would  it  take  to  convert  the  world  ?  or,  rather 
how  short  a  time  may  it  be,  until  God's  righteous  dis- 
pleasure falls  in  heavy  stripes  on  these  nations,  because, 
while  it  is  in  their  power  to  do  this  good  thing,  they 
do  it  not. 

But,  were  the  money  available  would  the  men  be  ? 
There  have  always  been  more  men  to  go,  than  means 
to  send  them  with.  The  perplexing  problem  to-day  is 
not  how  to  find  suitable  Christian  men  and  women  for 
missionary  work,  but  how  to  find  money  to  sustain 
them.  If  there  were  not  enough,  such  a  liberality  as 
we  are  advocating,  would  soon  bring  a  supply,  since 
the  promised  out-pouring  of  the  Spirit  would  assuredly 
come  on  a  people  thus  bringing  their  tithes  into  God's 
storehouse. 

Why  should  not  the  world's  conquest  for  Christ  be 
at  once  taken  in  hand  ?  This  is  the  age  of  combined 
eflfort,  of  enterprise  on  the  largest  scale,  of  a  bold  faith 
that  "laughs  at  impossibilities."  Men  contrive  the 
boldest  schemes,  and  go  on  executing  them  with  a 
resolution  that  never  flinches  until  the  thing  is  done. 
That  is  what  is  wanted  now  to  save  the  world.  It  is 
surely  as  worthy  a  work  to  cut  right  into  the  heart  of 
heathenism  with  the  sword  of  the  Spirit,  as  to  tunnel 
a  mountain,  or  carry  a  railroad  over  its  top;  to  flash 
the  glorious  light  of  Christ  into  the  gloom  of  Paganism, 
as  to  light  the  world  with  electricity;  to  feed  the  starv- 
ing millions  with  the  Bread  of  Life,  as  to  push  the 
lines  of  commerce  into  the  remotest  nooks  of  the  globe 
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Were  half  the  enterprise,  and  push,  and  daring,  and 
lavish  expenditure  so  freely  bestowed  even  by  Chris- 
tian men  on  secular  schemes,  devoted  to  the  evangeliza- 
tion of  the  world,  it  would  be  an  accomplished  fact  in 
a  few  years. 
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CHAPTER  XV. 


ENCOURAGEMENTS. 


CONSIDERING  the  extremely  limited  means  em- 
ployed, the  success  of  modern  evangelism  at  home 
and  abroad,  so  far  from  being  the  least  discouraging, 
is  really  the  most  marvellous  chapter  of  progress  in 
human  history.  Nothing  attests  more  powerfully  the 
innate  force  of  the  Christian  religion,  and  nothing 
could  be  more  signally  prophetic  of  certain  triumph  to 
come.  The  possibility  of  the  speedy  conquest  of  the 
whole  world  for  Christ  is  demonstrated  by  the  history 
of  Christian  work  in  the  last  hundred  years. 

Two  centuries  and  a  half  ago  the  Anglo-Saxon  race, 
the  race  of  progress  and  dominion,  the  custodians  of  a 
pure  Christianity,  numbered  but  seven  millions.  They 
number  one  hundred  millions  to-day,  and  out  of  that 
one  hundred  millions  there  are  eighty-eight  millions  of 
Protestants.  In  the  present  century  Romanism  has 
increased  only  fifty  per  cent.;  but  Protestantism,  and 
chiefly  its  evangelical  form,  has  advanced  two  hundred 
and  iifty  per  cent.  A  hundred  years  ago  there  was  no 
Bible  society,  since  then,  four  great  Bible  societies  shew 
that  one  hundred  and  twenty  million  copies  of  the  Scrip- 
tures have  been  published,  and  that  in  two  hundred  and 
fifty  languages.    Protestant  missionary  societies  have 
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increased  from  seven  to  one  hundred,  male  missionaries 
from  one  hundred  and  seventy,  to  three  thousand; 
lady  missionaries  from  scarce  any,  to  two  thousand 
four  hundred,  besides  missionaries'  wives;  converts 
from  heathenism,  from  fifty  thousand  to  near  three 
millions;  mission  schools,  from  seventy  to  fourteen 
thousand.  Native  missionaries  and  teachers,  from  a 
handful,  to  twenty-seven  thousand,  and  these  are 
chiefly  supported  by  their  own  people. 

One  hundred  and  forty  years  ago,  Jonathan  Edwards 
uttered  these  words,  "  I  used  to  be  eager  to  read  public 
news  letters,  mainly  to  see  if  I  could  not  find  some 
news  favorable  to  the  interests  of  religion  in  the 
world."  But  it  was  little  or  none  he  could  find.  There 
is  scarcely  a  respectable  journal  to-day  but  chronicles 
and  discusses  all  sorts  of  religious  intelligence.  There 
was  no  missionary  periodical  in  the  United  States 
prior  to  1803,  and  for  many  years  after  there  was  but 
one.  There  are  now  in  that  country  thirty-four,  and 
there  are  over  seventy-fiveexclusiveljmission&ry  period- 
icals in  the  world. 

The  last  fifty  years — the  Victorian  era — has  wit- 
nessed by  far  the  most  rapid  portion  of  this  progress- 
Within  that  period,  the  ten  missionary  organizations 
of  the  United  Kingdom  have  grown  to  sixty -five,  and 
the  twenty-seven  of  evangelical  Christendom  to  be  one 
hundred  and  eighty-five. 

"Besides  these  results,  there  are  others  not  so  easily 
tabulated,  such  as  the  education  of  hundreds  of  thou- 
sands of  children  and  youth;  the  wider  general  influ- 
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ence  of  Christian  teaching  and  example  by  mission- 
aries and  their  converts;  the  elevation  of  the  lowest 
races  to  the  comforts  of  civilization;  the  establishment 
of  peaceful  government  among  savages  who  were 
given  to  cannibalism  and  war;  the  spread  of  commerce 
and  industry,  the  creation  of  written  languages,  the 
abolition  of  cruel  rites  and  religious  crimes,  and  the 
institution  of  many  reforms  among  those  who  remain 
heathen."  Whatever  nations  and  churches  have  done 
in  promoting  religion  at  home,  the  foreign  missiimary 
work  of  the  century  has  been  chiefly  accomplished  by 
private  enterprise. 

These  great  results  have  been  achieved,  for  the  most 
part,  by  a  handful  of  heroes,  sustained  by  very  little 
more  than  their  unquenchable  Christian  ardor,  uncon- 
querable faith  in  God,  and  the  sympathy  and  help  of 
a  few  lofty-souled  Christians  like  themselves.  Con- 
sidering the  smallness  of  their  number,  the  often  exces- 
sive smallness  of  their  support,  the  inconceivable  diffi- 
culties they  had  to  surmount,  the  success  of  these  mis- 
sionaries is  simply  unparalleled. 

The  history  of  their  labors  exceeds  in  fascination 
any  romance  that  ever  was  written,  and  its  moral 
splendor  is  a  legacy  to  mankind,  as  illustrious  as  it  is 
imperishable. 

Everything  invites,  encourages,  commands  us  to 
victory.  Past  failures  but  emphasize  the  value  of  pre- 
sent faithfulness.  There  can  be  no  defeat  except 
through  faultiness  of  our  own. 

Christians  have  failed,  but  Christianity  never  has. 
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It  can  still  work  miracles,  miracles  of  moral  and  spirit- 
ual healinf(.  It  can  heal  the  leprosy  of  sin,  cast  out 
the  devils  of  lust,  and  raise  the  spiritually  dead. 

It  is  the  world's  only  hope,  but  it  is  a  hope  for  the 
world  absolutely  "sure  and  steadfast." 

The  outlook  for  Christ's  cause  is  most  hopeful. 
Never  was  Evangelical  Christianity  so  widespread  and 
powerful  as  it  is  to-day ;  never  before  has  it  taken 
such  deep  root  in  the  intelligence  and  love  of  man- 
kind. 

Never  before  did  the  world  see  such  a  host  of  chil- 
dren taught,  and  taught  so  well,  in  the  Sabbath  schools. 
Never  has  the  righteous  indignation  of  the  nations 
waxed  so  warm  against  the  liquor  traffic,  and  never 
was  the  gathering  storm  so  portentous  of  iU  coming 
destruction.  Never  was  mankind  so  intolerant  of  the 
abominations  of  sin,  and  so  impatient  for  their  aboli- 
tion. Never  was  the  Press,  that  omnipotent  power  for 
good  or  evil,  so  largely  enlisted  on  virtue's  side. 

On  the  continent  of  Europe  there  are  many  hopeful 
signs.  The  Sabbath  is  being  more  respected.  There 
is  an  increased  attendance  in  the  Protestant  churches 
In  Germany,  the  increase  of  students  at  the  Theolo- 
gical colleges,  not  a  bad  gauge  of  the  spiritual  life  of 
the  churches,  has  run  up  from  thirteen  hundred  and 
ninety-four  in  1881-2,  to  two  thousand  three  hundred 
and  twenty-two  in  1885-6 ;  an  increase  in  four  years 
of  over  eighty-three  per  cent. 

In  France,  the  McAll  Mission  and  others  are  in- 
structive samples  of  what  the  Gospel  can  do  there. 
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Poor,  distracted  Ireland !  Who  knows  but  that  out 
of  even  the  political  seethings  of  this  Home  Rule  ques- 
tion there  may  come  to  the  surface  the  thing  least 
expected,  but  the  best  solution  of  their  difficulties — 
namely  an  opening  for  a  free  Bible  and  a  pure  Gospel, 
what  the  Irish  Romanist  has  never  had.  God  has 
often  done  as  wonderful  things  as  that. 

In  Italy,  only  a  short  time  ago,  reading  the  Bible 
was  a  crime  punishable  with  imprisonment.  Now 
there  are  Protestant  churches  within  sight  of  the 
Vatican. 

Even  bigoted  Spain  has  its  multiplying  Protestant 
pastors  and  Protestant  congregations.  In  Turkey  the 
old  Macedonian  cry,  the  first  European  call  to  the 
great  apostle  of  the  Gentiles,  is  still  heard,  "  Come  over 
and  help  us."  Autocratic  Russia  is  not  without  many 
a  hopeful  symptom  of  coming  evangelistic  triumphs. 
In  the  colonies  of  Britain  a  host  of  new  nationalities 
are  springing  up,  full  of  elastic  and  vigorous  life. 
Every  one  of  them  a  citadel  of  expanding  Christian 
power,  and  a  prophecy  of  a  brighter  Christian  era 
soon  to  dawn. 

The  exclusiveness  of  heathen  nations  is  largely  gone, 
and  open  doors  await  the  Christian  missionary  in  most 
countries  all  over  the  world.  The  prejudices  of  heathen 
superstition  are  fast  being  replaced  by  juster  views  of 
the  Christian  religion,  and  confidence  in  its  faithful 
propagators. 

Baboo  Mookeijee,  Secretary  of  the  British  Indian 
Association,  &  native  qlub  pf  influence,  said  recently : 
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"  However  we  may  differ  with  the  Christian  mission- 
aries in  reliffion,  I  speak  the  minds  of  this  Society,  and 
ji^enerally  of  those  of  the  people,  when  I  say  that  as  re- 
gards their  learning,  purity  of  morals  and  disinterested- 
ness of  intention  to 'promote  our  weal,  no  doubt  is  en- 
tertained throughout  the  land,  nay,  they  are  held  by 
us  in  the  highest  esteem."  A  Brahmin,  who  requested 
permission  to  make  some  remarks  at  the  dedication  of 
a  Christian  reading-room,  which  had  been  opened  at 
Madnapilly,  compared  the  Christian  missionaries  to  a 
mango-tree,  which,  however  beaten  and  wounded,  still 
goes  on  year  by  year  yielding  its  wholesome  fruit. 
"  Now,  what  makes  him  do  all  this  for  us  ?"  he  asked. 
"  It  is  his  Bible.  The  Bible — there  is  nothing  to  com- 
pare with  it  in  all  our  sacred  books  for  goodness,  and 
purity,  and  holiness,  and  love,  and  for  motives  of 
action.  Of  one  thing  I  am  convinced,  do  what  we  will, 
oppose  it  as  we  may,  it  is  the  Christians'  Bible  that 
will,  sooner  or  later,  work  the  regeneration  of  this 
land." 

In  a  recent  proclamation,  the  Government  of  China 
declares  to  the  vast  millions  of  that  wonderful  empire 
that,  "  Christian  missionaries  seek  only  to  make  bad 
men  good.  That  they  are  to  be  protected  throughout 
the  empire,  and  in  the  villages  to  be  looked  upon  as 
guests.  That  the  motives  of  any  Chinaman  embrac- 
ing Christianity  are  never  to  be  enquired  into ;  that  he 
does  not  thereby  cease  to  be  a  Chinaman,  and  that  all 
are  to  continue  to  live  together  in  peace."  Japan  is 
Qot  unfittingly  called  the  England  of  the  East.    It  is 
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sloughing  off  its  effete  heathenism,  and  assimilating 
Western  civilization  and  Western  Christianity,  with 
a  rapidity  absolutely  astonishing.  Africa — that  con- 
tinent of  mystery  —  is  j'ielding  up  its  secrets  kept 
since  the  earliest  periods  of  time.  Never  before  was 
there  such  hope  that  the  glorious  light  of  Christ  shall 
flame  into  its  deepest  recesses.  Never  before  have  the 
cruel  wrongs  of  its  children  stirred  such  deep  and  wide- 
spread execration  in  human  hearts.  The  slumbering 
nations  of  Mexico  and  South  America  are  awakening 
to  the  joy  of  t  >  u  Christian  liberty,  and  begin  to  hail 
the  advent  of  the  Gospel  of  the  Son  of  God.  Madagascar 
has  in  the  present  generation  cast  aside  its  idols,  and 
starts  out  on  its  national  career  with  an  intelligence, 
patriotism,  and  love  of  true  civilization,  and  true 
religion,  which  the  widespread  influence  of  God's  Word 
alone  can  beget.  Fiji  rejoices  the  Islands  of  the 
Pacific  with  a  signal  instance  of  Gospel- power  in 
transforming  embruted  cannibals  into  Christian  citi- 
zens ;  while  those  thousands  of  Isles  of  the  Sea  are 
fast  being  turned  into  blessed  Gospel  beacon-lights 
to  illumine  the  world.  Even  converted  heathens  are 
learning  the  lesson  of  Christian  liberality. 

"  Raiatea  in  the  Southern  Pacific,  was  regarded  as 
the  very  climax  of  heathen  darkness  and  degradation. 
The  gospel  banner  wait  unfurled,  and  king  and  people 
are  now  civilized  and  Christianized.  In  May,  1882,  a 
new  church  was  dedicated  which  cost  $8,760,  every 
eant  of  which  was  paid  at  the  dedication.**  It  is 
stated  that  the  contributions  of  some  of  the  Japanese 
16 
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churches  will  average  a  sum  per  member  equal  to 
twenty  dollars.  That  grand  specimen  of  a  true  apos- 
tolic bishop — Bishop  Taylor — has  demonstrated  for 
years,  that  Christian  converts  anywhere  can  be  taught 
to  give,  and  that  quite  as  easily  as  most  Christians  learn 
at  home.  Christ's  cause  progresses  even  more  rapidly 
in  heathen  lands  than  in  those  countries  that  send 
them  the  missionaries.  "  The  annual  increase  in  mis- 
sion converts  averages  about  six  or  eight  per  cent, 
while  the  increase  to  the  members  of  the  churches 
in  England  does  not  average  one  per  cent." 

The  facilities  for  spreading  the  Gospel  are  now  far 
greater  than  ever.  "When  Queen  Victoria  came  to 
the  throne,  it  may  be  said  that  railroads  were  not. 
The  few  that  existed  were  '  innocent  *  indeed,  and 
scarcely  of  appreciable  value.  Cheap  postage  was 
scarcely,  if  at  all,  seriously  discussed.  The  steam 
engine  was  still  in  its  infancy,  and  to  cross  the  Atlan- 
tic by  such  means  had  been  demonstrated,  as  it  was 
thought,  an  absolute  impossibility.  Telegraphs  and 
telephones  were  undreamt  of.  John  O'Groat's  house 
«vas  then  farther  from  London  than  the  Rockies  are 
to-day." 

All  our  modern  progress  is  but  casting  up  the  high- 
way for  the  easier  passage  of  the  Gospel.  There  are 
none  of  the  improvements  in  the  mechanical  arts,  no 
advance  in  true  science,  philosophy  and  literature,  no 
discovery  in  any  region  of  investigation,  mental  or 
material,  but  can  in  some  way  be  utilized  in  helping 
to  evangelize  the  world. 
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Agencies  but  little  thought  of  for  the  successful 
prosecution  of  missions  in  heathen  and  Mohammedan 
countries,  have  come  to  light,  and  their  value  is  daily 
becoming  more  apparent.  The  medical  missionary 
is  coming  to  the  front.  Christ's  own  plan — to  heal  the 
sick  body  as  an  introduction  to  the  Gospel  message,  is 
seen  to  be  as  wise  and  effectual  a  plan  :ii  the  nine- 
teenth century  as  it  was  in  the  first. 

The  woman-missionary  is  fast  taking  her  place  in 
the  very  foremost  ranks  as  one  of  the  very  best  of  all 
the  agencies  the  Church  can  employ.  In  the  eloquent 
words  of  Rev.  Dr.  Storrs,  of  Brooklyn :  "  It  is  largely 
the  function,  I  cannot  but  think,  of  Christian  women  to 
inspire  and  sustain  such  an  enthusiasm  in  the  service  of 
One  to  whom  their  sex  owes  so  much.  Woman  repre- 
sents, and  largely  is,  the  conscience  and  heart  of  Chris- 
tendom. Conviction  in  her  has  spiritual  efficacy.  Love 
kindles  judgment,  and  high  purpose  is  sublimated  in 
passion.  More  than  man,  she  beat  down  slavery  in 
this  country.  More  than  man,  she  is  to  mould  the 
future  of  the  world.  It  is  no  mere  figure  of  speech 
which  presents  the  Church  as  the  bride  of  Christ ;  and 
which  shows  the  woman,  seen  in  heaven,  arrayed  with 
the  sun,  and  upon  her  head  a  crown  of  twelve  stars- 
Their  delicate  hands  holds  at  this  hour,  I  firmly  be- 
lieve, the  levers  which  must  lift  the  miral  and  Chris- 
tian civilization  of  the  world.  It  is  theirs  to  set  in 
swifter  motion  the  wheels  of  beryl  vivid  with  life, 
which  are  under  the  throne.  It  is  theirs  to  open  for 
tribes  and  peoples  the  gates  of  life." 
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If  ever  the  world's  fields  were  whitening  and  white 
to  harvest,  it  is  to-day.  It  is  surely  the  "  accepted 
time,  the  day  of  salvation  "  for  the  race. 

Never  before  since  Apostolic  time,  have  men  so  seen 
the  meaning,  the  majesty,  and  the  magnificent  possi- 
bility of  executing  Christ's  command,  "  Go  ye  into  all 
the  world  and  preach  the  Gospel  to  every  creature." 

The  value  of  the  sou],  the  soul  of  the  most  degraded 
heathen,  of  the  vilest  wretch  in  Christian  lands,  has 
been  enormously  magnified,  under  the  closer  Christian 
inspection,  and  with  the  brighter  light  of  Christian 
love,  of  these  latter  days. 

The  beauty  of  Christian  holiness,  the  possibility  of 
its  attainment  through  mighty  faith  in  the  Blood  of 
sprinkling,  and  its  indispensable  need  in  the  perfecting 
of  Christian  character  and  Christian  work,  is  realized 
with  a  keenness  of  spiritual  insight  and  on  a  larger 
scale  than  ever  before.  All  great  moral  and  spiritual 
questions  are  being  studied  more  deeply,  and  the  prac- 
tical solution  of  all  great  moral  reforms,  is  being  more 
eagerly  sought  than  in  any  previous  age.  The  Spirit 
of  God  is  shaking  the  nations,  and  the  slumbering 
consciences  of  but  half-alive  Christians  all  over  the 
earth. 

The  faith  and  zeal  and  liberality  of  the  New  Testa- 
ment are  taking  on  an  entirely  new  aspect,  in  the 
eyes  of  multitudes  of  Christians.  The  dawn  of  a  far 
brighter  era  is  coming.  The  day  will  break  by  and  by 
in  a  moral  and  spiritual  glory,  we  fully  believe,  the 
like  of  which  the  world  has  never  seen.     The  time  is 
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not  far  off  when  the  apathy,  the  unbelief,  the  illiberal 
treatment  of  God's  cause  so  common,  will  be  relegated 
in  shame  to  a  by-gone  age.  The  royal  family  of  God 
on  earth  will  learn  to  wear  a  more  dignified  mien,  hold 
a  more  generous  speech,  and  do  things  more  noble  and 
princely,  as  becomes  the  sons  and  daughters  of  God. 
Voices  from  all  lands  and  cliifies  are  calling  in  melting 
strains  to  the  Christian  world  for  help.  Voices  from 
the  dead  past  come  up  in  tones  of  reproof  and  warning. 
Voices  from  the  deeps  of  conscience  and  from  the 
Throne  of  God,  are  sounding  hourly  in  our  ears, 
Awake !  arise !  Those  voices  must  he,  shall  be,  heard. 
The  altar  of  God  must,  it  shall  receive  the  offerings  of 
our  consecrated  hearts  and  work  and  money. 

The  temple  of  the  Lord,  a  suffering  world,  must,  and 
shall,  receive  the  willing  tithes  of  all  we  have,  that 
there  may  be  "  meat  in  His  house,"  that  human  need 
for  body  and  soul  shall  be  supplied,  and  God  glorified. 

It  is  ours  to  take  part  in  bringing  about  this  golden 
era,  and  to  share  in  its  triumphs. 

And  what  we  do  must  be  done  soon.  The  grave  is 
waiting  for  us.  Life's  one  bright  opportunity  will  soon 
be  over  for  ever.  As  we  hover  some  of  these  days 
mid  worlds,  between  Time's  clay  banks  and  the  mys- 
terious Beyond,  death  will  strip  earth's  possessions  of 
their  meretricious  value.  Money  will  be  judged  of  by 
what  we  have  done  with  it ;  a  beneficent  life  will 
appear  the  only  gold  we  can  carry  with  us  to  the  skies. 

The  day  of  final  account  too  is  coming.  We  must 
then  show  what  we  have  done  with  the  Lord's  money. 
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Our  time,  talents,  opportunities  and  money,  must  be 
accounted  for.  We  shall  have  to  present  a  more 
detailed  and  accurate  balance  sheet,  than  ever  was 
known  on  earth.  We  may  well  study  the  Bible,  for, 
it  will  be  heaven's  book  of  judiciary  in  that  day.  The 
beneficence  of  the  Bible  will  be  the  only  standard  then. 
There  will  be  surprises  great  and  many,  in  that  day. 
Christ  will  say  to  some,  "  I  was  hungry  and  ye  gave  me 
no  meat ;  I  was  thirsty  and  ye  gave  me  no  drink ;  I  was 
a  stranger  and  ye  took  me  not  in;  naked,  and  ye  clothed 
me  not ;  sick  and  in  prison,  and  ye  visited  me  not ! " 
They  will  ask  in  astonishment,  "  When  Lord  ? "  It 
never  occurred  to  them  that  they  had  been  guilty  of 
such  things.  Their  surprise  will  only  show  how  ig- 
norant they  were  of  the  exalted  nature  and  privilege 
of  true  Christian  beneficence.  "Verily  I  say  unto 
you,"  Christ  will  explain,  "  Inasmuch  as  ye  did  it  not 
to  one  of  the  least  of  these  my  brethren,  ye  did  it  not 
to  me." 

To  others  Christ  will  say,  "  Come,  ye  blessed  of  my 
Father,  inherit  the  kingdom  prepared  for  you  from 
the  foundation  of  the  world ;  for  I  was  an  hungered, 
and  ye  gave  me  meat ;  I  was  thirsty,  and  ye  gave  me 
drink ;  I  was  a  stranger,  and  ye  took  me  in ;  naked, 
and  ye  clothed  me;  I  was  sick  and  ye  visited  me;  I 
was  in  prison,  and  ye  came  unto  me."  The  righteous 
will  also  ask,  "  When  Lord  ? "  Their  surprise  will 
but  show  how  poor  and  unworthy  even  their  best 
ideas  were  of  Christian  beneficence.  Christ  will  pour 
a  new  flood  of  light  on  the  dignity  and  preciousness 
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of  true  beneficence  in  His  answer,  "  Verily  I  say  unto 
you,  Inasmuch  as  ye  have  done  it  unto  one  of  the  least 
of  these  my  brethren,  ye  have  done  it  unto  me."  Well 
may  those  words  of  the  Master  ring  throughout  Chris- 
tendom to-day,  filling  the  ears  and  the  heart  of  every 
missionary  society,  every  philanthropic  institution, 
every  church,  every  Christian  soul,  "  Ye  do  it  Unto 
Me." 

0  God,  the  Head  of  the  Church,  Thou  Giver  of  all 
good,  compassionate  us  for  Thy  Son's  sake.  We  are 
ignorant,  teach  us.  We  are  wayward,  constrain  us  by 
Thy  love.  We  thank  Thee  for  the  revelation  of  Thy 
will,  for  the  knowledge  of  our  high  privileges  in  Christ 
our  blessed  Saviour.  Teach  us  more  fully  the  dignity, 
honor  and  glory  of  being  Thy  sons  and  daughters, 
and  help  us  more  justly  and  faithfully  to  represent 
Thy  religion  before  the  world.  Enlighten  us  and  the 
whole  Christ^  ',.n  world,  on  this  theme  of  beneficence. 
Let  Ti»y  blessed  Spirit  breathe  this  generous  love  into 
all  hearts.  Uproot  selfishness.  Implant  the  mind  of 
Christ.  May  Thy  children  henceforward  open  wide 
their  hearts,  and  open  wide  their  purses  to  a  needy 
world.  Thou  hast  blessed  and  prospered  us,  may  we 
honor  Thee  with  the  first  fruits  of  all  our  increase. 

We  beseech  Thee  to  help  Thy  Church,  and  the  Chris- 
tian nations  of  mankind  to  know,  and  to  do  Thy  will 
in  this  great  matter,  for  Christ's  sake.     Amen. 


